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To the Editor

As I write this, President Elect
Trump allegedly has availed himself
of only two intelligence briefings.
He has declined the daily briefings.
This is consistent with his behavior
over the course of his campaign
during which he displayed little
interest in learning what he does not
know. His propensity for spouting
information that is factually untrue
has been well documented – see
any fact-checking site – and much
of what he presents is drawn from
“fake news” sources. What is most
distressing is that Trump does not
acknowledge that anything he says
is not accurate.
Clearly, Trump is far from being
well-grounded for assuming the
Office and appears to be more interested in satisfying his established
narcissistic need to be the center of
attention than to learn about how
the government works, foreign and
domestic policy or the intricacies of
providing health care. These concerns raise the issue of, can this man
govern?

In filling out their administration,
most presidents seek out trusted
confidants, knowledgeable leaders
in their respected fields, accomplished administrators for completing the staffing of high-level positions. Inspection of Trump’s recently
announced appointments reveals an
absence of these criteria. Gov. Nikki
Haley has virtually no foreign policy experience for UN Ambassador;
Betsy Davos has no background
as an administrator for overseeing
the U.S. Department of Education;
Dr. Ben Carson, who appears to be
in line for Secretary of HUD, does
not have relevant experience as an
administrator and a knowledge
base for managing this department;
son-in-law Jared Kushner, whom
Trump would like to appoint as a
negotiator for an Israeli-Palestine
peace agreement, has no experience
or background in managing this
most difficult situation – and as an
Orthodox Jew would be viewed
by Palestinians as highly biased.
Consideration of Mitt Romney for
Secretary of State, whether appointed or not, is “window dressing” in
an effort to mollify many of those
critics who did not support Trump.
Making appointments of people
to high positions who have neither
the experience or background to
undertake these critical jobs, by a
person who does not possess the

Anatomy
of a
Trump

actions with restorative justice. That
is the way home.

– R. Francis Mudman Johnson

To the Editor:

My thanks to Dennis Domrzalski
and Dan Klein for their constant
oversight of this whole mess with
trying to straighten out APD. They
both have good expertise in this
area, and I greatly respect their
input and opinions.

It is very concerning that APD is
apparently editing the lapel camera tapes and ignoring the civilian
oversight board. In my opinion, we
need to get rid of the mayor and
the top APD brass and start over to
create an honest police department.
I have learned a lot from you guys
over all the months this whole thing
has been going on.

knowledge of or interest in how to run this
government, leaves open
the question of who is in
charge?

Are Steve Bannon,
Reince Priebus, Gen. Michael Flynn and Rudolph
Giuliani going to be the
core of an ideologically
based “shadow government” accountable only
to the President, who
received a minority of
the votes and has made
it clear that he considers
himself to be accountable
to no one and no governmental entity?

This is an extremely
dangerous set of circumstances for the nation and
it will be up to Congress
and the people to put the
brakes on what could
easily become an out-ofcontrol administration to the detriment
of all.

– Herbert J.
Hoffman

To the Editor:

No one seemed to see how the corporate bully, Donald Trump, assassinated Hillary Clinton’s character

in front of our eyes.
With verbal and
emotional abuse, he
crucified her and
so diminished her
psychologically,
as to make her a
non-person. Who
then could or would
vote for her?

She was raped in
front of our eyes,
and no one, until
now, would or
could say this is
unacceptable behavior for a civilized
country. What a
trick the coyote has
played on us? And
instead of being in
jail, Trump is president of one of the
most wounded and
clueless countries in
the world.

Mercy on us
all who been so
violated by the
violence and the
insanity. With love
and sadness for the bullies, we need
to act to remove them from civilization so they don’t hurt and violate
anyone else’s dignity and soul. We
need to teach them about love and
about the consequences of their

The APD clearly did everything
they could to drive Kari Brandenburg out of office for her “crime
against the police.” They purposely
delayed getting information on
prosecutions to the DA’s office so
that they lost prosecutions. And
they tried to get her on trumped up
charges, too.

The real problem is that state
governments starting with Ronald
Reagan just put all the mentally ill
people out on the streets. So the
cops have to handle all the mentally
ill people. Probably 20 percent of
police calls involve someone who
is mentally ill. Every cop should be
fully trained in how to handle mentally ill people, since they simply
cannot be handled in the same way
as normal healthy people.
The ABQ Free Press Weekly is a
great paper. You guys are like the
old-time, small-town courageous
journalists who fight to keep people
honest and to keep our country free
and fair.

My hat is off to all of you. I like
your paper better than all the others.
The Albuquerque Journal is pretty
much useless. You guys have the
guts and brains to challenge those
people who are not living up to
the standards of our wonderful
democracy.
Plus you have a whole bunch of
other great writers and interesting
stories, too, and I read pretty much
the whole paper every week. More
power to you. Keep up the good
work. I put you in God’s hands.

– Donald G. Meyer

NEWS

ABQ FREE PRESS WEEKLY • December 7-13, 2016 • 5

Nob Hill’s ‘Shop and Stroll’ Fizzles
BY JOHNNY VIZCAINO

T

here were many words used to
describe this year’s Nob Hill Shop
and Stroll.
“Limp.”
“Bust.”

“Disappointing.”

“Success” was not one of them.

The poor performance of what
many in the Albuquerque smallbusiness community view as the
unofficial start of the Nob Hill holiday
shopping season became apparent not
long into the poorly attended Dec. 2
evening event.
The cause of the deserted sidewalks
along Central Avenue was debated as
well: the sudden onset of cold weather, poor marketing, lack of support
from City Hall, and the neighborhood’s resident bogey man, the
Albuquerque Rapid Transit project.

The annual event has in the past
featured a vibrant, festive and decorative Central Avenue closed off to
vehicular traffic. This year, there were
no luminarias or Christmas lights.
Nor was a professional Santa Claus
present. Noticeably fewer street musicians were out, said Ehren Salazar of
Nob Hill Music.
Muted might be a good descriptor
of the evening.

Another word heard during the evening was confused. Several merchants
couldn’t understand why the Shop
and Stroll event was held a day before
the city-sponsored Twinkle Lights
Parade, for which Central is blocked
off for a parade that runs from
Washington to Girard. No one we
talked to could explain why they were
no longer held simultaneously. Calls
to a Department of Cultural Affairs
spokesman weren’t returned.
Albuquerque native Sam Melada
said he has attended Shop and Stroll
with his son for each of the past three
years. “People experience each other
and experience a great neighborhood
differently,” he said. “I don’t see as
many people.”

Places like Nob Hill, made up
mainly of locally owned businesses
selling quirky specialty products,
are becoming increasingly rare, said
Ryan Holler, owner of Toad Road, a
clothing store across the street from
the Nob Hill Shopping Center. “I love
Nob Hill. It would be very sad if it
wasn’t around,” he said.

Merchants say the Dec. 2 Shop and Stroll event, Nob Hill’s launch of the holiday shopping season, was a bust. Central
Avenue was deserted by the event’s scheduled ending at 10 p.m., when this photo was made. Photo by Johnny Vizcaino

In the years since Toad Road has
been in Nob Hill, Shop and Stroll consistently brought first-time customers
through his doors, he said, “even if
they aren’t in our demographic, they
see what’s going on, and we’re on
their radar now.”

Although the neighborhood does its
part to make the event happen, Holler
said he wishes there was more buy-in
to make it a success.

“You look at [something] like a
Twinkle Light Parade – it’s on billboards, it’s everywhere, because it’s a
city event,” he said. “We don’t get any
city assistance.”
While there has clearly been City
Hall support for revitalizing Downtown, Holler said Nob Hill has had to
fight for things such as free parking
during the holiday season, which
“disappeared” under the administration of Mayor Richard Berry.

Following the start of construction
in October of the ART project, the city
made free parking available along
Central Avenue east of Broadway but
didn’t do much to spread the word,
Holler said. Although construction
was paused through Jan. 2, "they left
it in a pretty construction-looking
way," he said.

Signs saying “free parking” on the
construction equipment parked in the
middle of the street or on the port-apotty left in front of his store “would
have been cool.”

Rory Veronda, owner
of Empire Board Game
Library, 3503 Central
Ave. NE, called
Thursday’s event
a “bust.”
“There was no buzz”
leading up to it,
he said.

Larry Koch, owner
of arry’s Hats, 02
Central Ave. SE, held a
publicized sale earlier
in the day. Otherwise,
this year’s Shop and
Stroll would have
seen worse than the 25
percent decline he saw
from last year, he said.
“Usually there are a lot
more people,” he said.

Shop and Stroll 2016 Disappoints
Year-over-year sales
Astro-Zombies

-25 percent

Empire Board Game Library

-50 percent

Larry’s Hats

-25 percent

Masks y Mas

-30 percent

Nob Hill Music

-36 percent

*Sources: Individual business owners

“Even though we did well, we
went home at 9, because there wasn’t
anybody out there,” said Koch, who
has been in Nob Hill for 33 years. He
blamed the event’s “limp” performance on the construction on Central.
Steve Schroeder, owner of Nob Hill
Music,
Central Ave. NE, said
Shop and Stroll has traditionally been
the store’s best night of the year. So
far this year,
other days have been
better, he said.
“People avoid coming down here
because of the mess,” he said.

Several vendors reported increased

anxiety following recent cases of arson
in the neighborhood, referring to it as
a dark cloud over the heads of locals.
Nob Hill Holiday Shop and Stroll is
not sanctioned by the City of Albuuer ue. It is held independently of
city government and is organized by
Nob Hill Main Street, “a grassroots
collaboration of dedicated residents,
small businesses, and community
organizations working together with
local government agencies to revitalize blighted areas in the Nob Hill
urban community.” The group did not
respond to a request for comment for
this article.
Johnny Vizcaino is an editorial intern at
ABQ Free Press Weekly.
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First Whiff of Possible APD
Resignations in Video Mess

Pulp News

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

Trust no one

he head of the city’s Police
Oversight Board says the agency
could soon be asking Albuquerque
Police Chief Gorden Eden and Deputy
Chief Robert Huntsman to resign over
allegations that police officers altered
or deleted lapel camera videos.

City Attorney Hernandez said
recently that her office was looking
to hire an outside firm to investigate
Chavez’s allegations. Mohr questioned whether a firm hired by the
city could truly be independent.

On Nov. 30, the civilian oversight
board voted to ask the FBI, the U.S.
Department of Justice and/or the
New Mexico State Police to open
criminal investigations into the allegations of video tampering by APD. The
board’s chair, Beth Mohr, was blunt
about the potential consequences of
those investigations.

“There is only so much independence that can occur when the city
attorney is defending the police
department and also hiring the investigator,” she said.

T

Whether that happens depends on
the outcome of probes into those allegations, made in November by APD’s
former records custodian, Reynaldo
Chave . In an affidavit, Chave said
officers were told not to write police
reports until their lapel camera videos
had been reviewed. He alleged that
videos in two officer-involved shootings had been altered.

“We don’t have any idea what the
truth is,” Mohr said during a special
meeting called to discuss Chavez’s
allegations. “In the meantime, we
have a chief and a deputy chief, who,
the way I read it, stand accused of
wrongdoing. So I’m not sure what to
do about that. I’m not even precisely
sure what to recommend about that.

“If it turns out that there is indeed
wrongdoing, either criminal or
administrative, we would probably be
meeting again and asking those people to voluntarily step down. We’re
not there yet, I don’t think.”
What’s clear is that the oversight
board doesn’t trust APD or City
Attorney Jessica Hernandez to do the
investigations in-house or to hire a
private firm to do them.

“It appears that the veracity of APD
is in question here, and obviously,
APD cannot investigate itself,” board
member David Ring III said. “I’m
wondering if there is any entity in the
state that we can trust to do this?”

Mohr said investigators would need
expertise in computer forensics, Taser
lapel camera video systems, and in evidence.com, a cloud platform to which
lapel videos are uploaded.

“Somebody is going to need to
be independent from the police
department and the city and the city
attorney,” Mohr said. “Anybody
who is hired by the city attorney is
going to have some allegiance to the
city attorney, and depending on that
person and their expertise and their
relationship, they could be extremely
independent or they could not be
particularly independent.”

The oversight board voted to recommend to the city that a staffer from the
board’s investigatory arm, the Civilian
Police Oversight Agency, which
probes citizen complaints against
police officers and officer-involved
shootings, be involved in selecting
any person or firm the city hires to
investigate Chavez’s allegations.
The board is charged with recommending discipline for police officers
in complaints filed against them by
members of the public. It also reviews
all police officer-involved shootings.
The shooting cases require board
members to review lapel cam video.
Ring questioned whether the board
could trust any of the videos its members have already viewed.
“Is it just limited to one case, or are
we looking at everything we have?”
Ring asked CPOA Executive Director
Ed Harness.

“It does cause question about the
veracity of any of the videos that are
being reviewed,” Harness replied. “It
brings into question everything that is
viewed by this body.”
“I was afraid of that,” Ring replied.

Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor
at ABQ Free Press Weekly. Reach him at
dennis@freeabq.com
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The newest threat to your cybersecurity that you probably didn’t
know existed is called “Avalanche,”
authorities’ name for a criminal network using a software suite engaged
in phishing, malware distribution
and money mule schemes that has
operated since 2009. Its implications
are serious enough that the U.S. government has posted links to
malware scanners that
let consumers see
whether they’ve
been hit and
remove the
malware. The
Avalanche
software
affects only
Microsoft Windows systems,
according to the
U.S. Computer
Emergency Readiness Team. The good
news is that the feds took
down the gang earlier this month.
The bad news is that enough people
distrust the U.S. government that
they’ll likely not check to see if their
machines are infected.

High

There are now more marijuana dispensaries than Starbucks in Colorado, The Economist reports.

Heavy, man

The seventh row of the Periodic
Table of Elements just got introduced to the rest of the known
elements. Following their actual
discoveries, four elements that
scientists previously only theorized
existed were given formal names in
honor of their discoverers or their
countries and took their places
in the seventh row. They are
Nihonium (Nh), element 113, named
for Japan; Moscovium (Mc), element
115, named for Moscow; Tennessine
(Tn), element 117, named for the
state of Tennessee; and Oganesson
(Og), element 118, named after Yuri
Oganessian, an 83-year-old physicist. They replace placeholders that
went by the names of ununtrium,
ununpentium, ununseptium and
ununoctium.

Diaper duty

Want to earn a quick $30,000? Be the
one to tell NASA how best to deal with
poop, urine and menstrual waste in
space suits that may need to be worn
for up to 144 hours. The heavy-duty requirement stems from the diapers’ need
to function in event of space vehicle
depressurization. NASA’s current space
diaper can work reliably for only 10
hours. That model gained notoriety
in 2007 in connection with a
female astronaut in a love
triangle who drove from
Houston to Orlando
nearly nonstop,
allegedly wearing a
space diaper as part
of her attempt to kidnap her rival, another
female astronaut.

Fat shame

Kim Jong Un’s reputation
in China has nothing to fear,
thanks to Chinese social-media
censors. The portly dictator who has
been known as “Kim Fatty Fat III,”
“Kim Fat Fatty,” and “Kim Abundant
III,” need not fear when visiting
China, North Korea’s only ally. Chinese
censors have cracked down on disparagement of the cheese-loving dictator,
who reportedly has gained 100 pounds
recently. To get around the censors,
adept Chinese wits are using code
words and pseudonyms to defeat the
algorithms, including Kim Fatty 2+1,
Chubby III and Kim Fat Fat Fat.

No worries

Privacy alarms are being raised over
the latest Uber app update, which
tracks a user’s location even after being
dropped off, The erge.com reports.
The new Uber app update is being
billed as a way to help make the customer experience better and eliminate
frustrations when drivers and passengers can’t locate each other quickly.
The update will allow Uber access to
your movements from the minute you
re uest a ride, up to five minutes after
you’ve completed your transaction.
TechCrunch reports that it’s even worse
– that the Uber app runs in the background constantly, even when you’re
not engaged in hailing a ride. Uber
says that even though it can harvest
your location constantly, it won’t use
that capability.
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NEWS
45 Years Later, Frontier Owners Ask, ‘Why?’
BY JOHNNY VIZCAINO

I

n 1971, a restaurant manager from
Austin, Texas, saw fit to try his hand
at restaurant ownership himself.
When property along The Mother
Road in Albu uer ue became available just across the street from the
University of New Mexico, arry
Rainosek and his wife, Dorothy,
made for the and of Enchantment
to become the founding owners the
Frontier Restaurant.

“It wasn’t a hard decision,” Dorothy
said. “He wanted his own business,
and we had this opportunity.”

After
years of adjusting to parking demands, regional tastes and chile
preferences, the Rainoseks now own
what they proudly call “the institution across from the institution,” in
addition to four locations of its sister
restaurant, Golden Pride, a fried
chicken restaurant.
“There’s a little bit more to Frontier
than just the food,” arry said. “The
food’s the magnet, but people talk
about the Frontier.”

At its inception, the Frontier, a oneroom, -seat restaurant with only six
parking spaces, was expected to be a
“university hangout” similar to what
Rainosek experienced during his time
managing a restaurant on the edge of
campus at the University of Texas
at Austin.

But when walk-in traffic from UNM
didn’t meet expectations, arry said
he was faced with his first con ict as a
restaurant owner.
“We didn’t reali e that this location
was going to be so different,” he said,
recalling what it was like to learn that,
though similar in si e at the time,
Austin was denser than the more
vehicle-oriented Albu uer ue.

Adding parking spaces resulted in
“a big boost to our business,” he said.
“This was critical for the growth of
Frontier. The parking and vehicular
traffic were huge, because, as well-located as Frontier is to campus, even
today, our busiest period is Sunday
morning, when the campus is closed.”
Although certain expectations
weren’t met, others were exceeded,
arry said. The Frontier didn’t need
to depend solely on business from
students when an entire town was
willing to contribute.
“We evolved,” he said. “We’ve

become, by si e and menu and exposure and management, a community
restaurant, a bit of a destination for
casual dining.”
On any given day, all of
Albu uer ue is represented at the
establishment, Dorothy said “You
have politicians, priests, students,
faculty and staff, visitors, just all
walks of life.”

The ‘aha’ moment

People consider the Frontier, along
with its famous sweet rolls, freshs uee ed orange juice, homemade tortillas, and signature green chile stew
and posole, to be a part of Albu uerue, arry said. “When Albu uer ue
is mentioned, it’s not uncommon to
have Frontier mentioned.”
The lack of parking space wasn’t the
only obstacle the Frontier has overcome in its years. In the beginning,
the Rainoseks also lacked a vital bit of
knowledge.
“We didn’t know about green
chile,” arry said. “ ery uickly, the

employees that we hired said, You’ve
got to have green chile.’ So we bought
the green chile.”
After employees taught the owners
how New Mexicans roast chile, arry
said the Frontier processed its own,

The Frontier’s
philanthropic efforts are
currently ‘on hold,’ due
to a recent decline in
business brought on by
construction of the ART
project – Larry Rainosek
heavily roasted chile until expansion
and growing demand re uired them
to switch to a commercial vendor.
Frontier’s chile needs are now met by
Bueno Foods and New Mexico Foods,
two local chile purveyors, which helps
contribute to an ethos of local success.
“People like to see local companies

benefit from businesses buying local,”
arry said.

Much of the Frontier’s appeal comes
from its ability to represent itself as
an authentic New Mexican restaurant,
he said, and that simply would not
have been possible without trading
his Tex-Mex roots for the distinctive
southwestern tastes of Albu uer ue.
As for the employees who imparted
the pearl of New Mexican chile wisdom unto the Rainoseks, one of them
now serves as the general manager at
one of their Golden Pride locations.

arry said
years of surrounding
himself with the right people has
allowed him lately to take on more of
a facilitating role, rather than a handson manager role, in his business’s
daily operations.

“At this stage, I’m more of a helper,
always available to answer uestions
and help when needed,” he said.
Among his duties are seeing to e uipment repairs and maintaining employee morale. Some of the Rainoseks’
current managers have been with
them since the very beginning,
CONT. ON PAGE 19
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BY BILL HUME

S

o, the bulldozers have rolled,
the median trees are gone, and
historic Route 66 – at least through the
UNM-Nob Hill area – will never be
the same.
Is it a bold innovation championed
by Mayor Richard Berry and supported by the Albuquerque City Council?
Or is it an urban environment-wrecking boondoggle opposed
by many of the businesses along its
route, one on which three-quarters of
Albuquerque voters said they wanted
a chance to vote – probably against?
The reality won’t be apparent
for years.

Sometimes, the more things change,
the more they stay the same. Or, to
recall the admonition by George
Santayana, “Those who forget the past
are condemned to repeat it.”
The bold projections of benefit from
Albuquerque Rapid Transit bring to
mind the sales pitch of the long-ago
Downtown Historic District
Improvement Co., with its centerpiece
infrastructure addition being the
Fourth Street Mall. It was designed
to link a pedestrian-friendly Central
Avenue with Civic Plaza and the
Convention Center.

In uiring minds can differ on
whether Downtown Albuquerque
overall is materially better off today
than it was back in the 1980s. That’s
when former City Attorney George
R. “Pat” Bryan and urban development guru Christopher B. Leinberger
whipped up enthusiasm for a massive
public-private partnership to bring
hundreds of parking spaces (in structures paid for by the city) and private
developments (subsidized by the city)
to Downtown.

It’s likely that today’s virtual wallto-wall bars from First to Seventh
Street is not what many early
Downtown Action Team members envisioned. As for the pedestrian mall, it
was removed two years ago after city
officials acknowledged it had become
“a dead zone” – City Hall-speak for
a hangout for the homeless. Taking it
out cost several times more tax dollars
than putting it in had some 30
years earlier.
Jump forward to 2016. The ART
project is Mayor Richard Berry’s
signature public investment intended
to promote private development. Its
construction in the UNM-Nob Hill

Quirky Shops such as Masks y Mas, Larry’s Hats and Astro-Zombies in the 3400 block of Central Avenue Southeast face
the uncertainty of what the Albuquerque Rapid Transit project will bring to the UNM-Nob Hill area. Photo by Johnny Vizcaino

area has reduced Central Avenue to
one lane each way, which will be the
permanent configuration when the
two middle lanes finally are restricted
to buses only.

In the casual observations of an area
resident, the disruption has resulted
in a significant reduction in traffic on
Central. Time will tell if the reduction
will be permanent – and whether it
will have come primarily from car
commuters who found a different
route or from the absence of customers on which the many and varied
business along Central depend.

The political implications are obvious. ART is scheduled to be completed in late 2017. The next city election
is Oct. 3. Whether the mayor will run
again is not yet clear. Either way, there
will have been no time for its anticipated benefits to have manifested
themselves. Whatever ART’s ultimate
effect on Central Avenue, officials
on the ballot in 2017 will be running
only on voters’ experience with the
construction disruptions.
Which brings to mind another
past-present parallel: In the 1980s, city

fathers proposed a massive public-private partnership around First
and Central Downtown – a “Festival
Marketplace” sure to bring a “critical mass” of people Downtown to
revitalize the area. Opponents forced
a public vote. and the project
was shelved.

Today, site preparation is already
well along at First and Central for
construction of a $40 million mixeduse project. Plans include a bowling
alley, brewery, apartments, restaurant
and concert space.

As launched, it was to receive
the land and $17.5 million into a
429-space parking garage from the
city – plus an 80 percent discount on
property taxes and 100 percent break
on local gross receipts taxes for 30
years. After the Bernalillo County
Commission cut the proposed 30-year
duration of the tax break to 15 years,
project backers petitioned City Hall to
fill the funding gap – which they did.
Obviously, the common denominator in these big projects is public
subsidy. In the case of the long-ago
Festival Marketplace, voters killed

it when given the chance. The Berry
administration refused to give voters
that chance on ART – and when the
County Commission took a small step
in favor of the public purse for the
First and Central project, the developer threatened to bail.
Perhaps the ultimate spinoff of
the ART project will be government
reluctance for committing major sums
of development subsidy without first
ensuring the public has its back.
When the construction dust has
settled, will Central from Louisiana
on the east to Coors on the west be a
bustling backbone of ourishing 2 st
century quality of life, or will it be a
failed arterial with an expensive
bus line?

The only thing sure is that what
has been called the longest surviving
stretch of urban Route 66 will no longer belong to the automobile culture
that created it.
Bill Hume is a former editorial page editor
of the Albuquerque Journal and later
served as a policy adviser to former Gov.
Bill Richardson.
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City Hall

Mayor Richard Berry's administration has imposed an informal
hiring freeze at the city, citing
decreased gross receipts tax revenues. While Berry s office hasn t
made the hiring freeze public,
two city councilors told ABQ Free
Press Weekly it had been in effect
for at least a month. Councilor
Ken Sanchez said the administration imposed the freeze several
weeks ago, because GRT revenue is down 3.1 percent, or $9.3
million, for the year. “Right now,
with the deficit we are running,
almost every department is suffering,” Sanchez said. He added
that public safety positions are not
part of the freeze. Mayoral spokeswoman Rhiannon Samuel said the
city was trying to figure out why
GRT revenues had dropped and
that the city was slowing down on
filling 0 currently vacant administrative positions.

Health care

New Mexico's health insurance
companies would lose $83.2
million in annual revenues if the
Affordable Care Act is junked,
according to a report from Henry
J. Kaiser Family Foundation. The
revenue hit would come from
lost premium subsidies that are
provided to low-income people
through the ACA. This year, 2, 0
New Mexicans who bought individual policies on the state's health
insurance exchange received an
average premium subsidy of $212
a month. Republicans in Congress
and President-elect Donald Trump
have said they want to dismantle
the ACA, but they haven't indicated what they'll replace it with.
As of Nov. 0, four weeks into
the current ACA open enrollment
period, 2,0 New Mexicans
had bought individual policies
through the insurance exchange.

Police shootings

The New Mexico Law Enforcement Academy board will audit
police departments in the state to

determine if they have the appropriate policies and procedures in
place to deal with officer-involved
shootings and other use-of-force
incidents. State Attorney General
Hector Balderas, who serves
as chair of the NMLEA board,
appointed a subcommittee of the
board to review the policies and
procedures currently in place at
more than 0 law enforcement
agencies in the state. “Officer-involved shootings can have devastating consequences for both
the civilian and law enforcement
communities,” Balderas said. “My
office has reviewed this issue for
over a year, and during that time
we studied the methodology of
other states, met with impacted
families, and created a strategic
approach for moving forward. We
believe that following an incident,
officers, families, and the public
deserve a process they can trust,
starting with the investigation.”
Balderas said the subcommittee
will present its findings at the
board s une 20 meeting.

State budget woes

The money problems for state
government continue to get
worse. The state is facing an estimated $69 million shortfall for the
current fiscal year, and revenues
for next year are projected to be
00 million below the original
spending levels for this year. The
Legislative Finance Committee
revealed its grim new revenue
estimates for state government
on Dec. , stunning state lawmakers who have been dealing with
budget deficits since oil and gas
revenues began falling in 20 .
Committee chairman Sen. John
Arthur Smith, D-Deming, said the
state needs money now and that
the legislature will have a “ton
of work” to do between now and
the end of the upcoming 0-day
legislative session. Meanwhile,
other lawmakers said it might be
time for the state to raise more
money, possibly through a tax on
internet sales.

Results of
our reader
poll on
Donald
Trump will
run in the
Dec. 14 issue
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Standing Rock Inspiring
People All Over the World
BY SAYRAH NAMASTÉ

N

ative
peoples
from more
than 500 tribes
have come
with prayers
and supplies to
fight the Dakota Access Pipeline. Recently
Mongolians
arrived with yurts, and Canadians
came with compostable toilets to
support the encampments of the
“water protectors” who refuse to
leave until the pipeline construction has stopped.
Despite the start of the harsh
North Dakota winter; and in the
face of heavily armed groups
including the sheriff’s department,
the company’s private security
firm, and the National Guard;
thousands of people have set up
camp and new people arrive daily.
The image of peaceful Native
Americans being sprayed with
firehoses for trying to stop the
pipeline was eerily reminiscent
of the civil rights movement
when Birmingham sheriff “Bull”
Connor aimed firehoses at
African Americans.
This week an estimated 2,000
veterans “self-deployed” to support Standing Rock. Among them
is Loreal Black Shawl, a retired
Army sergeant from Rio Rancho.
In Albuquerque, activist
groups like the Red Nation, the
Pueblo Action Alliance,
(un)Occupy Albuquerque and the
Indigenous Rights Center have
each sent caravans packed with
firewood, supplies and people.
Local churches including the
Quakers, Unitarians and Catholics
have raised funds, sent people,
and held church services to pray
for Standing Rock. Popular night
spots like the Launchpad and
Tractor Brewing have organized
fundraisers with local bands.
Solidarity protests have been
held on UNM’s campus and in
front of various Wells Fargo bank
branches, since the bank is one of
the investors in the pipeline.

Senators Heinrich and Udall have
both made statements condemning the violence against the “water protectors” and supporting a
re-route of the pipeline.
American Indian Movement
leader Leonard Peltier wrote from
prison earlier this year, “It should
be remembered that Standing
Rock was the site of the 1974
conference of the international
indigenous movement that spread
throughout the Americas and
beyond, the starting point of the
United Nations Declaration of the
Rights of Indigenous People.”
This week is the National Week
for Clemency for Leonard Peltier,
and local residents have traveled
to Washington D.C. to lobby President Obama to pardon him. The
1975 incident at Oglala, where
Peltier was accused of murder,
happened near the present day
Standing Rock site.
Norman Patrick Brown, a Dine
(Navajo) resident of Albuquerque,
was at the incident at Oglala. He,
along with Peter Clark, co-director of the International Leonard
Peltier Defense Committee, are at
the capitol in the final weeks of
Obama’s presidency to plead for
Peltier’s release. They are joined
by people from around the world
via an international campaign led
by Amnesty International.
“Leonard’s health is failing and
he will not survive another presidency,” explains Clark. “We need
Obama to grant him clemency.”
You can help by calling the
White House at: (202) 456-1111,
as well as calling your members
of Congress.
Can you imagine how beautiful
it would be if Peltier is released
and returns home to the Dakota
Sioux where this historic movement would welcome him? More
information at:
whoisleonardpeltier.info
Sayrah Namasté is an organizer with the
American Friends Service Committee in
Albuquerque. She writes about events of interest to Albuquerque’s activist community.
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Stench of Politics, Payback Hangs
Over Brandenburg, Balderas
BY DAN KLEIN

W

hy would
Attorney
General Hector
Balderas ask
Bernalillo County
District Attorney
Kari Brandenburg
to appoint him special prosecutor for
the Davon Lymon case?
Lymon is accused of murdering
Albuquerque Police Officer Daniel
Webster in October 2015. The murder
was captured on camera. There is a
witness to the murder. Lymon was
captured at the scene with Webster’s
handcuff still on his wrist. Lymon gave
a partial confession, telling officers,
“If you see that person or that cop’s
family, tell them I’m so sorry.”
Lymon’s murder case seems extraordinarily simple when compared with
the 2006 murder of another police officer, Bernalillo County Deputy James
McGrane, who was killed by Michael
Astorga. In the McGrane murder,
there were no witnesses, no video,
and no confession, and Astorga, a
fugitive, was arrested weeks later in
Mexico and ultimately convicted of
first-degree murder.
Who was the prosecutor of the
Astorga case? Kari Brandenburg.
Brandenburg and her attorneys did a
stellar job convicting Astorga. So why
would Brandenburg give Lymon’s – a
much easier case – to Balderas? Why
didn’t Brandenburg postpone the
decision to farm out the case to the
AG until the new DA, Raul Torrez,
takes office?
Brandenburg can’t say her office is
overworked. Statistics show that DWI
and felony arrests are way down from
past years.
I asked Torrez, and he had this to
say, “I was not consulted prior to the
case being transferred. I feel very
strongly that my office could have
handled this case with the utmost professionalism and expertise.”
On one hand, Brandenburg is dumping a political atomic bomb on Torrez
by not making her special prosecutor,
Randi McGinn, decide whether to
retry APD Officer Keith Sandy in the
James Boyd shooting. On the other
hand, Brandenburg is making a decision to take away from Torrez a case
that Torrez should prosecute.
Are politics being played? You bet.

And Torrez is getting the shitty end of
the stick.
How did Brandenburg respond to
my questions? She didn’t. Apparently,
she doesn’t feel the need to speak to
the news media now that she’s within
weeks of leaving office.
How about Balderas? A list of questions sent to him via his news media
office was ignored. Instead, Balderas
offered up spin (AKA, bullshit). Not
a single question was answered,
including the one asking whether his
request to take the Lymon case was
an attempt to snag an easy conviction
against a cop killer to aid in his future
political campaign (most likely for
governor).
Why didn’t Balderas offer to prosecute the accused killers of Rio Rancho
Officer Gregg “Nigel” Benner and
Hatch Officer José Chavez? Why did
he reach out to Brandenburg just in
the Lymon case? Is there a connection
between the two of them? Something
from the past? Could this be payback
for Balderas not charging Brandenburg for witness tampering – allegations that APD made against her?
The actions by Brandenburg and
Balderas appear to be using a cop’s
murder for political gain and payback.
Webster, his family and the employees of the Bernalillo County District
Attorney’s Office deserve better.
Brandenburg will be gone soon.
Such a promising start. Now, what a
horrible finish.
Torrez’s first act as DA should be to
revoke Balderas’ special prosecutor
status and bring the Lymon case
back to the DA’s office. Torrez owes
Balderas nothing, but he does need
to prove to us that he can be an
even-handed, competent DA. Prosecuting the Lymon case is a good start.
Next, Torrez should ask Balderas to
use his “highly specialized attorneys”
to clear the more than 30 cases of
police shootings that have languished
on Brandenburg’s desk – some for
more than three years.
But then, Balderas doesn’t want
those hot potatoes, I’m betting,
because they might not play well in a
future campaign.
Dan Klein is a retired Albuquerque police
sergeant. Reach him through Facebook.
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R.J.: A Mayor for All
Or Just the Developers?
BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

L

et’s be honest.
To a politician, the smell
of money and
the company of
bankers, CEOs
and construction
contractors who
nod and smile
robotically and
agree with your
every word is a pleasant experience.
Much more agreeable than the
stench of the ill-clad working poor
who froth and foam, angrily point
fingers in your face, challenge your
policies and demand that you listen
to them.
All pols pretend to love the masses.
They parachute into working-class
neighborhoods, take a few bites of
meatloaf, hash or a burrito, furrow
their brows while expressing deep and
abiding concern about the struggles
of those who live paycheck to paycheck, and then are whisked back to
their corporate suites, private jets,
wealthy supporters and expensive
beverages.
They pretend, but they are frauds.
Not so, though, with Mayor Richard
Berry, and that’s why I’m beginning to
love the guy. R.J., as he’s known to his
friends, ain’t no fraud. He doesn’t pretend to like or respect the dollar-store
masses, nor does he hide it that he
prefers the company of CEOs and
developers. At least the guy is honest.
R.J. displayed that honesty on
Nov. 28 when he gave his annual State
of the City address at the
Albuquerque Convention Center.
There was a $45 charge to get in.
That’s right, forty-five bucks to hear
an elected official give a boring and
meaningless speech.
You can argue that in reality the $45
entrance fee was a fundraiser for the
Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of
Commerce, which hosted the speech
and sold 610 tickets. Last year, anyone
with the price of a $40 ticket could
have heard R.J.’s State of the City
speech before another group of swells
– the Greater Albuquerque Chamber
of Commerce.
That a mayor would use a speech
about public and civic policy to raise
money for private groups is slimy. That
he raises money for private groups

that unquestionably support him
and whose members make money
off his policies and projects is slimier
than slimy. But someone has to make
money in this stagnating town, so why
shouldn’t it be R.J.’s pals?

Someone has to make
money in this stagnating
town, so why shouldn’t it
be R.J.’s pals?
The real genius of R.J.’s pay-to-hearthe-mayor-give-a-worthless-speech
scheme is that it keeps car mechanics,
retail clerks, plumbers, teachers and
other working stiffs who disagree
with his policies out of his sight.
Forty-five bucks is a decent amount of
money, especially when you’re struggling to keep gas in the 15-year-old
car and a six-pack in the fridge.
Had R.J.’s 2016 State of the City
event been free – as were a combined
16 previous State of the City addresses
given by Mayors Marty Chavez and
Jim Baca – R.J.’s less well-off critics
might have been able to attend and
might have dumped on him about the
disaster that is the Albuquerque Police
Department’s command staff and the
yet-to-be-funded $119 million Albuquerque Rapid Transit project.
And honestly, those ART critics are
full of shit. They wouldn’t be bitching
about the deal if they owned construction companies and bothered to
pony up for a membership in NAIOP
– the real estate developers’ version
of the Elks Club. Rather than moaning
constantly about the poor state of
R.J.’s economy, they should get off
their asses and become developers.
Then they could be R.J.’s friends, and
they could afford to pay forty-five
bucks to hear his speeches and get a
chance to tell him how wonderful
he is.
At least R.J. is honest. You can vote
for him, but like I said, if you ain’t got
the money, stay away. Just hang out
at the dollar store.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at
ABQ Free Press Weekly. Contact with story
and column ideas at dennis@freeabq.com.
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The Makings of a Totalitarian Regime
BY ROBERT REICH

D

emocracy
depends on a
free and independent press, which
is why all tyrants
try to squelch it.
They use seven
techniques that,
worryingly,
President-elect
Donald Trump
already employs.

1. Berate the media. After his
election, Trump summoned two dozen
TV news anchors and executives to the
25th floor of Trump Tower to berate
them for their reporting about him
during the election. For 20 minutes, he
railed at what he called their “outrageous” and “dishonest” coverage.
According to an attendee, “Trump
kept saying, ‘We’re in a room of liars,
the deceitful dishonest media who
got it all wrong,’” and he called CNN
a “network of liars.” He accused NBC
of using unflattering pictures of him,
demanding to know why they didn’t
use “nicer” pictures.
Another person who attended
the meeting said Trump “truly
doesn’t seem to understand the First
Amendment. He thinks we are supposed to say what he says, and
that’s it.”

2. Blacklist critical media. During the
campaign, Trump blacklisted news outlets whose coverage he didn’t approve
of. In June, he pulled The Washington
Post’s credentials. “Based on the
incredibly inaccurate coverage and
reporting of the record setting Trump
campaign, we are hereby revoking
the press credentials of the phony and
dishonest Washington Post,” read a
post on Trump’s Facebook page.
After the election, Trump agreed to
meet with The New York Times and
then suddenly cancelled the meeting
when he didn’t like the terms, tweeting, “Perhaps a new meeting will
be set up with the @nytimes. In the
meantime they continue to cover me
inaccurately and with a nasty tone!”
(He then reversed himself again and
met with The Times.)

3. Turn the public against the media.
Trump refers to journalists as “lying,”
“dishonest,” “disgusting” and “scum.”
Referring to the journalists at his
rallies, Trump said, “I hate some of
these people,” adding (presumably
in response to allegations of Vladimir
Putin’s treatment of dissident journalists) “but I’d never kill ’em.”
He questions the press’s motives,
claiming, for example, that The

Washington Post wrote negative
things about him because its publisher,
Jeffrey Bezos, a founder of Amazon,
“thinks I would go after him for
antitrust.” When The New York Times
wrote that his transition team was
in disarray, Trump tweeted that the
newspaper was “just” upset that they
looked like fools in their coverage of
me” during the presidential campaign.

4. Condemn satirical or critical
comments. Trump continues to condemn the coverage he has received
from NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.”
In response to Alex Baldwin’s recent
portrayal of him as overwhelmed by
the prospect of being president, Trump
tweeted that it was a “totally one-sided, biased show – nothing funny at all.
Equal time for us?”
When Brandon Victor Dixon, the
actor who plays Aaron Burr in the
Broadway musical “Hamilton,” read
from the stage a message to Vice
President-elect Mike Pence, who was
in the audience – expressing fears
about the pending Trump administration for the “diverse group of men
and women of different colors, creeds
and orientations” on the cast – Trump
responded angrily. He tweeted that
Pence had been “harassed” and insisted that the cast and producers of the
show, “which I hear is highly
overrated,” apologize.

5. Threaten the media directly.
Trump said he plans to change libel
laws in the United States so that he
can have an easier time suing news
organizations. “One of the things I’m
going to do if I win … I’m going to
open up our libel laws so when they
write purposely negative and horrible
and false articles, we can sue them and
win lots of money.”
During the campaign, Trump specifically threatened to sue The New York
Times for libel in response to an article
that featured two women accusing
him of touching them inappropriately years ago. Trump claimed the
allegations were false, and his lawyer
demanded that the newspaper retract
the story and issue an apology. Trump
also threatened legal action after The
Times published and wrote about part
of his 1995 tax return.

6. Limit media access. Trump hasn’t
had a news conference since July. He
has blocked the media from traveling
with him, or even knowing with whom
he’s meeting. His phone call with
Vladimir Putin, which occurred shortly
after the election, was first reported
by the Kremlin.
This is highly unusual. In 2000,

President-elect George W. Bush called
a press conference three days after
the Supreme Court determined the
outcome of the election. In 2008,
President-elect Obama met with the
press three days after being elected.

the public. Responsible media hold the
powerful accountable by
asking them hard questions and reporting on what they do. Apparently,
Trump wants to eliminate such
intermediaries.

7. Bypass the media and communicate with the public directly. The
American public learns what Trump
thinks through his tweets. Shortly after
the election, Trump released a video
message outlining some of the executive actions he plans to take on his first
day in office.

Historically, these seven techniques
have been used by demagogues to
erode the freedom and independence
of the press. Even before he’s sworn
in, Trump seems intent on doing
exactly this.

Aides say Trump has also expressed
interest in continuing to hold the large
rallies that became a staple of his
candidacy. They say he likes the instant
gratification and adulation that cheering crowds provide.
The word “media” comes from “intermediate” between newsmakers and

Robert B. Reich is Chancellor’s Professor of
Public Policy at the University of California
at Berkeley and Senior Fellow at the Blum
Center for Developing Economies. He served
as secretary of Labor in the Clinton administration. He has written 14 books, including
his most recent, “Saving Capitalism.”
He was co-creator of the award-winning
documentary, “Inequality for All.”

Trumpian Tactics in N.M.
Some of the media-control tactics described by Reich aren’t
unique to Donald Trump. Mayor Richard Berry has frozen out
ABQ Free Press Weekly from all advance notice of news conferences, photo ops or availabilities involving the mayor or top
city officials. The Albu uer ue Police Department has denied
the newspaper access to top police officials and cut off communications about crime incidents it routinely provides to other
news outlets, some of which are heavily reliant on APD for
lapel-cam video. Gov. Susana Martinez has frozen out the Santa
Fe Reporter from all availabilities and communications from her
office. The Reporter has sued the governor. This newspaper is
considering a similar lawsuit against the mayor.
– Editor Dan Vukelich
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What's a Winning Football Coach without Fans Worth?
BY DANIEL LIBIT

N

ow is the time of year when the
high- own rhetoric of capitalism
and meritocracy starts swirling around
the nation’s college football fields. That
is to say, we hear a lot about Coach
So-and-So “deserving” a raise. And so
it may soon be for the University of
New Mexico.

Over the course of five seasons, Bob
Davie has brought the obos football
program from Dead Sea depths to
respectability. Prior to the start of the
season, Davie was given a two-year
contract extension and a 0,000 annual
raise – his reward for taking last year’s
team to the program’s first bowl game
since 200 . The bump in pay brought
his base salary to 22, 0 and his total
annual compensation to 2 , 0.
That, according to USA Today tabulations, ranked Davie th among college
football coaches this season and sixth
in the Mountain West Conference just
ahead of former UNM and current San
Diego State coach Rocky ong . Given
the way these things are typically
construed, it may well seem that Davie
“deserves” more money, what with
back-to-back bowl bids.

But, as this website has most recently
noted – and will belabor ’til the cows
come home – the economic fundamentals of the obo football program are
underwater. The program has systemically proven incapable of making
budget without the beneficence of
ESPN, a revenue stream that is especially unreliable. Unlike the tenures of
ong and Dennis Franchione, the fan
base has thus far forsaken the Davie
renaissance. Whatever energy had been
cultivated with similarly successful
records in the ’ 0s and the aughts is not
there to be tapped. Short of a BCS birth,
it now figures difficult to imagine what
reasonable achievements the program
can muster to consistently fill University Stadium with full-paying fans.
Given that, it’s arguably more problematic for UNM to have a successful
coach whose program can’t draw fans
than it is for them to have an unsuccessful one. At least then, there’s no
pressure internal or external to pay
money the school clearly doesn’t have.

But executive compensation is kind
of what college sports is all about. And
UNM has already set a dangerous precedent for itself, having given a 200,000
per annum raise to basketball coach
Craig Neal after his first season,
when he led a team with two NBA
prospects to a first-round NCAA
Tournament loss.

Aceshot

There’s much more to say about that
more in return. Consider his comments
decision, on its own, but one thing
during a press luncheon on Oct. 2
is that it protrudes into football. The
“Collectively, let’s all, if we really
Neal raise not only rankled members
want this, if we really want this here in
of UNM’s salary-fro en faculty but
Albu uer ue, New Mexico, then let’s
evidently caused a strain with Davie,
collectively all work together to make
according to internal emails obtained
it as good as we can make it, and bring
by NMFishbowl.com. Neither UNM
college football to Albu uer ue.
athletic director Paul Krebs nor Davie
I’ve given five
responded
years, every
to uestions
I have,
It’s arguably more problematic ounce
about the
to do that. It’s
coach’s
for UNM to have a successful
not perfect.
current or
coach whose program can’t draw It’s not there
future comBut it’s
fans than it is for them to have an yet.
pensation.
hard to have

unsuccessful one
“Coach
expectations
Davie has
for anybody
done an outwithout
standing job and very recently signed
commitment, right It’s hard to say
his extension that he received after last
what the expectations should be if you
season,” UNM athletics spokesman
haven’t made the commitment. And
Frank Mercogliano told NMFishbowl.
I think all of us ought to keep that in
com. “We are looking forward to our
mind as we move forward.”
second straight bowl game and look
Meanwhile, the last two years have
forward to many more years with
overseen a dramatic spike in MounCoach Davie leading our program.”
tain West Conference football coach
Davie still makes 2 ,000 less than
Neal, who reportedly leveraged a
prospective offer from South Florida
for his 2 percent bump. At 2, in the
last act of his career, Davie has publicly
maintained his commitment to UNM
throughout the season, while occasionally alluding to an expectation for

salaries. Wyoming recently announced
a
0,000 pay increase for head coach
Craig Bohl, bringing his annual compensation to . million. Bohl beat
out Davie for this year’s MWC Coach
of the Year award, although the obos
easily defeated Wyoming in their
matchup on Nov. 2 . ong, who is in

the final year of his current contract,
is likely due a hefty raise at the end of
this season. The conference’s highest
paid coach is new Fresno State hire eff
Tedford, who was lured to the Bulldogs
last month with a five-year, . million
contract. Tedford’s salary just eclipsed
that of second-year Colorado State
coach Mike Bobo, who is paid .
million a year.

ast year, Krebs told the Albu uerue ournal about UNM’s commitment
to a “coach-driven” philosophy.
“We’re committed, and we’ve talked
about it internally, our salaries for our
head coaches are going to be at or near
the top of the league,” Krebs said.
“We want to get the best coaches, and
we want to try and keep them here,
retain them.”

By the start of next season, at least
five MWC head football coaches will be
earning seven-figures. The blinds are
not going to get any smaller.
Daniel Libit, a New Mexico native, is a
journalist who has written for CNBC, the
Huffington Post, The New York Times and
Politico. He lives in Chicago. A version of this
article originally appeared on NMFishbowl.
com, a newly launched website that covers
the University of New Mexico’s Athletic
Department and the people who maintain it,
support it, and are enriched by it.
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Trumps are No Longer Moguls;
They are the U.S. First Family
BY DAN VUKELICH

D

onald Trump isn’t even president
yet, and he’s pushing the United
States toward the first constitutional
crisis of his presidency. Sadly, I predict
it won’t be the last.

I’ll say it at out He needs to divest
himself of the Trump Organi ation.
Not just hand it off to his kids or put it
in blind trust.
He needs to sell it off.

Everything. ock stock and barrel.

And yes, his name needs to come off
all those Trump towers around
the world.
His kids need to walk away from
everything their father built. They
have to leave the nest and y on their
own. It’s a high price to pay, but it’s a
price Trump unwittingly committed
his family to when he ran for, and was
elected, president.

He is no longer Donald Trump of the
Trump Organi ation. He is president
of the United States. His wife, Melania,
is no longer the head of a fashion line;
she’s first lady of the United States.
It’s slightly different for the kids. et
Ivanka sell her jewelry under her own
name. et Donald r., Tiffany, Eric and,
eventually, Barron hawk their wares
under their own names, but there can
be no Trump-branded hotels in
foreign countries.

But if Trump’s children insist on
being involved in public affairs as
ambassadors for their father, they need
to either go all in and become federal
employees – and sell or close their
businesses – or stay the hell out of the
Oval Office.
There has to be distance between
the public’s business and the
Trumps’ businesses.

The Donald’s mixing of private and
public business – as evidenced by his
recent discussion of diplomacy and
real estate in the same phone call with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo an – shows how clueless Trump is
to the concept of governmental ethics.
But we knew that, right

Having Ivanka, marketing director
of the Trump Organi ation, at his side
while meeting with apanese Prime
Minister Shin o Abe was further evidence of his willingness to blur whose
interests are being pursued.

The president of the United States
is exempt from the Governmental
Ethics Act, but the founders recogni ed
from the birth of the Republic that the
president should be beholden to no
one except the people of the United
States. Hence this clause
in Article I,
Section , of the U.S. Constitution

“No Title of Nobility shall be granted
by the United States And no Person
holding any Office of Profit or Trust
under them, shall, without the Consent
of the Congress, accept of any present,
Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or
foreign State.”
That’s why Trump must sell. There
is no way Donald Trump can constitutionally profit from the Trump Organi ation’s foreign holdings without
violating the Emoluments Clause of the
U.S. Constitution. Diplomats staying
at the Trump International Hotel down
Pennsylvania Avenue from the White
House would be chump change compared to the impropriety of Trump’s
name staying on hotels on the Trump
Towers Istanbul, or his daughter negotiating deals with apanese officials, or
his son inking branding agreements
in India.
The Turkish example says it all
Trump rants against Muslims, leading
Erdo an to demand that the Trump
name be removed from the Istanbul
towers. Then they have a phone call in
which Trump passes on praise for Erdo an from Trump’s Turkish business
partner in the Istanbul towers and,
voila, Erdo an retracts his call for the
Trump name to come down.
The Trump organi ation must cease
to exist as an entity. Otherwise, we
start down the road of the oligarchs of
Russia who routinely, immorally and
corruptly, mix business, bribery and
governing. Allowing that would leave
a lasting stench in the White House
that could never be removed.
Dan Vukelich is editor of ABQ Free Press
Weekly. Reach him at editor@freeabq.com

An analysis of the Emoluments
Clause of the U.S. Constitution
can be found on Page 26
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Holocaust Survivor Visits New Mexico

BY ERIKA EDDY

imon Gronowski was just
a normal 11-year-old eating breakfast with his mother
and sister in 1943 when Nazis
knocked on the door.
Gronowski, his family and
hundreds of other Jews were
crammed into a cattle train
bound for Auschwitz from Belgium when three resistance
fighters – armed with only
a lantern, a pistol and wire
cutters – hijacked the train,
allowing Gronowski’s mother
to lower the boy from the car.
About 200 others also jumped
from the train; half were shot
or recaptured. Gronowski got
away, but never saw his mother or sister again.
Gronowski said it took him
60 years before he could tell

S

the drama of his childhood,
when he wrote a book,
“Simon, Child of the 20th
Convoy.” Now, the 85-yearold speaks often at schools
and other public locations.
He said in an email, translated from his native French,
that he tells his story, not only
to testify of Nazi barbarism
and to launch a call for peace,
democracy, tolerance and
friendship between men, but
also to express his optimism
for the future.
“This mission makes me
happy,” he said. “It may be a
drop in the sea, but this drop
is useful.”
Gronowski will recount his
story first-hand, perform
on the piano and answer

questions from
New Mexicans on
Dec. 7-9 at various
places around
the state.
The events are produced
by Richard Atkins, the artistic
director of the East Mountain
Center for Theater in Sandia
Park. Atkins, who will also
perform with Gronowski, said
his message is one
of hope.
“When you talk to him on
the phone, for an 85-year-old
man who has lost basically
his whole family, his message
is really positive,” Atkins said.
“The fact that he is still a
working attorney, and has this
zest for life and loves American jazz, it’s pretty inspiring.”

Atkins came across
Gronowski’s story about
10 years ago, while doing research for a holocaust-themed play called
“DelikateSSen.” He contacted
Gronowski through interpreters and they have been in
touch ever since.
“We became immediate
friends after we spoke over

the phone,” Atkins said. “We
had a great conversation and
since he's a pianist and I'm
also a pianist, we actually
played for each other over the
phone across the ocean.”
Atkins said he has plans to
turn Gronowski’s book into a
screenplay, because it was
the only time in WWII history
when there was an effort to

hijack a Nazi train that
was headed to a concentration camp.
“How often do you get to
meet a Holocaust survivor
who has such a harrowing,
daring escape story?” he said.
“I can only hope, which I am
sure will happen, that people
will love meeting him, love
listening to him, love listening
to him play the piano and everyone will go home thinking
‘well this was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.’”
Atkins said he feels great
that there has been such
a large response from the
community in both interest
and contributions. The presentations are funded by the
Albuquerque Community

Foundation, the McCune
Charitable
Foundation, the Jewish
Federation of New Mexico
and private donors. Custom,
commemorative coins will be
for sale at each event.
“It'll be very exciting for
history buffs, high school kids
– they're getting a lot of students from Santa Fe Prep to
the presentation – everyone,”
he said. “It’s good for students
to meet a Holocaust survivor,
in our present world situation.
I think it’s going to be an
incredibly exciting, emotional
experience.”
When asked if he’d like to
share anything else,
Gronowski simply said: “Life
is beautiful!”

Gronowski will perform
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 5:30
p.m. at Congregation Albert
(3800 Louisiana Blvd. NE,
Albuquerque); Thursday, Dec.
8 at 6:30 p.m. at the Alevy
Chabad Jewish Center (2907
E Idaho Ave, Las Cruces);
and his grand performance
Friday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 at the
Vista Grande Community
Center Stage, produced by
the East Mountain Centre for
Theatre (15 La Madera Rd.,
Sandia Park).
For tickets visit www.emct.
org/tickets. For more information visit www.simonvisitsnewmexico.wordpress.com
Erika Eddy is a freelance journalist.
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avoid

the

penalty.

Enroll by

December

15

to avoid
the penalties.

Why pay a penalty for being uninsured when most folks find they can
have great health coverage for the same money or less through
beWellnm. Our friendly, knowledgable enrollment counselors are here to
help and now is the time to get insured before the December 15th
deadline. We can even help you find out if you qualify for low-cost or
even no-cost coverage. Be smart with your money and your health. Get
insured and avoid the penalty at beWellnm today. Be Happy. Be Healthy.
Be Insured at beWellnm.

Call us

Go to our website

We’re making it easy and
affordable to get the
health insurance you
need. Call us to find out
more information or to get
enrolled today.
Call 1.855.996.6449.

Go online to find simple,
easy-to-use forms to get
enrolled anytime, day or
night. Learn more at

beWellnm.com.

be

Meet with us in-person
Get free 1 on 1
assistance from an
insurance agent, broker
or enrollment
counselor. Please call
us or go online to get
help.

nm.com

NEWS

ABQ FREE PRESS WEEKLY • December 7-13, 2016 • 1

Frontier
CONT. FROM PAGE 7

he said, and several others have called
him their employer for decades.
In the food industry, being a good
employer is critical, Larry said.

“We have good retention for being in
food service,” he said. “When people
learn their jobs and stay with us, it just
makes it so much better for the customer
and for the management team.”

Rewarding loyalty

Dorothy went so far as to implement
an employee rewards program
called “The Rolex Club,” whereby
employees who have worked 20 years
for the Rainoseks are presented with
a brand-new Rolex watch at a dinner
held in their honor.
“A big part of our lives is having
a great team. We work together,”
Dorothy said.

Frontier’s success has allowed the
Rainoseks to engage in philanthropy.
They donate to the St. Pius Catholic
community and other charitable
causes, including much-needed
veterans’ services, UNM athletics, and
UNM and CNM scholarship funds.

The Frontier’s philanthropic efforts
are currently “on hold” due to a
recent decline in business brought on
by construction of the ART project
along Central Avenue just outside the
restaurant’s front door, as well as the
Rainoseks’ own contributions to ART
opponents’ lawsuit against the project,
Larry said.
“It’s not going to be easy for people
to come into the area,” Dorothy said.
Among trustees at a UNM Foundation
Board meeting, “Those living in
Albuquerque said they ‘avoid Central
like the plague,’ [and] they go out of
their way so they don’t have to fight
the traffic.”
Aside from cutting down work
hours and overtime for employees
since business has fallen off, she
said, the Rainoseks have not filled
employment vacancies.

ART’s impact

“It’s not just our employees,”
Dorothy said of those affected by ART.
“It’s their families also.”
Employment at the Golden Pride
on West Central was down 20
percent after the first month of ART
construction, Larry said.
Dorothy said she refers to the

work being done on Central
as “destruction” as opposed to
construction.

“Something has really changed,” she
said. City Hall used to be pro-business,
especially for small businesses, “but
they’re not anymore.”

The Rainoseks don’t mince words
about the administration of Mayor
Richard Berry, where the prevailing
attitude, Dorothy said, is “‘Ah,
yes, some of them will go out of
business, but there will be others to
take their place.’ That’s not being
very business friendly.”

She said she is skeptical of the city’s
reassurance that the Frontier will be
as accessible as it was before the ART
project began. She fears the restaurant
may lose access to its front door due
to impending sidewalk restrictions.

“They will be tearing up a historic
highway,” Dorothy said. “It might not
be the same.”

Despite the anticipation of restricted
accessibility along Central, Larry said
he is hopeful that the Frontier will be
restored to business as usual because
of its legion of loyal customers and
customers’ access via other streets,
such as Lead, Coal and Silver.
“We’re very heavily invested in
Route 66,” Larry said, referring to
the two other businesses he operates
along the Central Avenue corridor.
“It’s all about visibility, so that people
can see you and try you. Then, if you
have good accessibility, hopefully
they’ll keep coming back.”

Given the lack of population density
in Albuquerque, he said it’s hard to
believe that city residents will turn
away from their vehicles and buy
into public transportation. ART is a
“premature” attempt at forcing this
shift, Larry said.
“I can’t support a lack of vehicular
access to our restaurants,” he said.
“We’re just trying to figure out how
Albuquerque can grow.”

“We’re very passionate about
Frontier and Golden Pride. They’re
kind of like our other children,”
Dorothy said. “We’ve had them for
so long, they’re such a part of our
lives, and they make so many things
possible.”
Johnny Vizcaino is a journalism intern at ABQ
Free Press Weekly.
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Gluten-free Nut Crust:
Crispy but Not Fried
BY STEVE “MO” FYE

W

e all love deep-fried food. It
may be the favorite way to eat
veggies, proteins or starches.

The problem with frying is that it adds
a huge amount of fat, and breading and
batter add empty starch calories.
Our palates tend to love the crunch
and feel of deep frying. Those who
want to avoid the fat and starch of
battered and breaded food need a
healthier option.

Flour, bread crumbs and whole eggs
are the traditional breading. Usually,
cooks season a protein or ingredient to
be fried with salt and pepper. Then, the
“Classic Breading Method” is to have
three containers of coatings; dredge
the item in seasoned our, dip it in
beaten eggs, and then coat it in bread
crumbs or an equivalent. Fry it until it
is golden brown and cooked through.
This is delicious, but unhealthy.

Asian cuisines have long known
the almost mystical combination of
starch and egg whites as the coating
for “velveting.’ This technique can
become the basis for an entrée that has
the crunch, the fattiness and the insulation between surface and protein
that provides a delicious coating, but
does not add the gluten, starch and
carcinogens of deep-fried food.
Egg whites are low in cholesterol
and their albumin solidifies easily and
quickly. Substituting corn starch, tapioca starch or potato starch removes
gluten that has become the bugaboo
of so many diets.

This method will work with nearly
any protein, but boneless, skinless
chicken breast is a cheap and convenient way to get avor.

Let’s take this method and remove
the nutritionally outdated parts.
Season the trimmed chicken with salt
and pepper. Set up an alternative to
the classic breading. You will need a
plastic bag with several tablespoons of
corn starch, tapioca starch or another
alternative. Beat one egg white per
chicken breast in a bowl. The last
step in the prep is a bowl filled with
crushed nuts. I used pecans, since
New Mexico pecans are in season and
the pieces are available at specialty
grocery stores cheap.
Always buy nuts as small as you
need, since whole nuts or halves

Steve “Mo” Fye

are far more expensive. This recipe
works well with pepitas (pumpkin
seeds) or crushed walnuts or
hazelnuts. For the best coverage,
pulse the nuts in a food processor for
a few seconds or smash with a heavy
skillet in a plastic zipper bag.

Preheat your oven to 350°F and line
a sheet tray with foil. Take the chicken
from the starch and coat it completely
in egg whites. hake off the e cess
and then coat it completely in crushed
nuts. Press the nuts into the chicken to
get a good coating. Place the chicken
on the sheet pan and bake it until
the nuts are toasted and the chicken
reaches 165°F internal temperature.

Let the chicken rest away from
heat for a few minutes and slice it
lengthwise to show the perfectly
cooked protein and the crisp nut crust.

The point of this method is to reduce
fat and cholesterol, but I couldn’t
let egg yolks go to waste. I made a
quick Dijon Hollandaise by beating
the leftover yolks with half a stick of
melted butter, a teaspoon of Dijon
mustard, a teaspoon of cider vinegar
and a dash of Worcestershire sauce. A
far healthier option is a vinaigrette of
Dijon, wine vinegar and some fresh
herbs beaten with olive oil. Even
better, serve the chicken over rice
cooked in chicken stock accompanied
by a green vegetable or a salad.
Kids and hard-core carnivores
will enjoy the crisp nut crust; and
the healthy fats from the nuts will
satisfy the fried-food cravings without
adding empty calories.
Steve “Mo” Fye is an Instructional Tech in the
Culinary Arts program at Central New Mexico
Community College and has been known to giggle
after making a low-fat, gluten-free, low-cholesterol
dish and eating it with a sauce he knows will blow
his diet for days.
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Meet Our Cover Artist: Anabel Martinez
BY DAVID LYNCH

T

here are certain ualities of sci fi
and fantasy that Anabel Martinez said really connect with her
as an individual cience fiction’s
creativity in answering “what if?”
and exploring vast spaces beyond
what we’re accustomed to. Fantasy’s
nature and legends, tethered to its
dark roots.
They’re a pair of genres in which
there is no limit to what the imagination can conjure up, whether it is
something totally new or a personal
spin on the familiar. These limitless
creative avenues drive Martinez to
make sci fi and dark fantasy the focus
of her art.
“I think both kind of speak to me,”
she said, having physically manifested that sentiment in her work.
Martinez, who said she’s always
been especially fascinated by the
fantasy stories of different cultures,
attended CNM for graphic design. It
was there that her hobby of drawing
digitally “kicked off,” and where
she was exposed to the endless
possibilities of computer-produced
art, a hobby that’s become her own

contemporary
sci fi trope of
imaginative
exploration.

how sci fi
and fantasy
allow her to
experiment with
color, something
that is evident
when observing
her work. In
fact, color has to
be a part of the
process from
the start.

Later, it would
also become the
foundation for
her day job.

Martinez is
now a full-time
graphic designer
living in Phoenix,
even selling some
of her original
works in various
forms. That came
about through a
deal of sorts with her husband, who is
heavily involved in art of a different
sort: cosplay.

“I’d always been pushing him
[saying], ‘Look, people sell cosplay
stuff at comic con, you should do it
too,’” she said. “His deal was that if
he did that, he wanted me to sell some
of my artwork as well. So we kind of
motivated each other to not just do it
as a hobby.”
Martinez said she especially likes

“Some artists
work a lot with
Anabel Martinez
black and white
and they add the
color afterward,
but I just work straight with the color
from the get-go,” she said.
While Martinez works to make her
art all her own, she is in uenced by
existing stories and franchises. She
said there are mannequins set up in
her living room, some sporting outfits
from video games like “Dragon Age”
and films like “Aliens,” so inspiration
is always present.

she said, citing her imagination was
only pushed further once she got into
videogaming, specifically the vast
“ ass ffect” universe. “ had to learn
to have a balancing act of respecting
the character as well as putting my
own spin on it.”
Learning how to consistently
accomplish that balance – whether
for commissioned work or her own
personal creations – is something that
has gotten easier the more work she’s
produced. But Martinez acknowledged that she sometimes has to put
her work down and return to it later.

For someone fascinated by the
possibilities of the unknown, Martinez’s art provides her own universe
to return to and continually shape,
where she can keep testing her own
limits and continually find answers to
the question: “What if?”
To see more of Martinez’s art, visit
anabelmartinez.com
David Lynch is a freelance reporter.

“A lot of my creations have been
based on other works or characters,”

‘Best American’ Knocks it Out of the Park
BY LEX VOYTEK

T

he collection of short stories in
“The Best American Series 2016”
combines the top short examples
of several literary genres – from
mystery to travel writing to science
fiction to sports, in a surprisingly
elegant way.

Many of these genres would not
have normally appealed to me, but
I found myself enjoying the entire
collection. Each section has a fair
spotlight, so there is something for
everyone.

At first, the collection seemed a bit
too ambitious – to put so many unrelated genres together felt noncommittal. However, there was a thread
across the categories and a cohesive
ow that didn’t seem forced after all.
This is not a collection of light
reading, but rather a collection of
insightful prose.

From killer beetles to the accident
in Fukushima, each story re ected an
inhospitable setting. The first and last
pieces were the most poignant stories

in setting, and in general. The stories
in between were all worth reading, but
these two were worth the whole book.
The first, “ ajadas” by Francisco
Cantú, discusses how the narrator becomes a border cop. Perhaps it is the
poignancy of our current moment in
history, paired with Cantú’s straightforward writing, but I was awestruck
by this piece.

Cantú’s progression of attitude
toward his job is stunning. He goes
from wanting to be good at his job, to
not knowing what it actually means to
be good at being a border cop.

He tells about how, in training, they
would have to scout out places in
the desert where people would leave
packages of clothing, food and water
for those hoping to cross into the U.S.
e and his fellow trainees would find
the packages and pour the water out,
rip the clothing and urinate on the
scraps to prevent anyone from making
use of the items.
Cantú evolves from his training

days to see the
issue as far more
complex. I know
there was so much
more he wasn’t
telling. What he
didn’t say was all
the more powerful
because of his light
touch in writing.

and anxiety he was
trying to convey. He
uses this confusion to
show that the world
has either forgotten the
disaster or been forced
by the media not to
panic; and the anxiety
to build the idea that
something is wrong,
but the Japanese
people have nowhere
to go, so it is better to
live in manufactured
optimism.

William T.
Vollmann’s
“Invisible and
Insidious” was
a travel piece.
This was not a
“The Best American
vacation journal,
Series 2016” is pubthough. Vollmann
lished by Houghton
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
goes to Japan
i in arcourt and
and measures
is available through
radiation and interviews people over
Amazon as an ebook under ISBN
the span of a couple of years after the
9781328764454.
Fukushima accident. At times, I found
myself genuinely terrified and tense.
Lex Voytek is a nervous wreck and reading quiets
Vollmann forces a lot of numbers
and radiation readings onto the piece,
effectively illustrating the confusion

the noise. Reach her at books@freeabq.com
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N.M. Film Focus: Weekend Opportunities
BY CHRISTA VALDEZ

M

id way through
, the long
running film industry network
ing events known as Tune up Tues
days had made their way from anta
Fe to Albu uer ue and as ruces.
The monthly tri city event e tend
the good news, good will and good
faith of those in the many facets of the
state s film businesses to anyone and
everyone interested learning more
about the industry.

ommunity organi ations such as
ew e ico Filmmakers ive ack,
hoot ew e ico, AT
ocal
the local film union and local busi
nesses that service motion picture and
series productions bring special guest
speakers, industry e perts and the
public together to foster opportunities
in communities across the entire state.

n addition to the initial casting ses
sion running from
p.m., Friday,
Dec. is ative inema Day at Tune
up, which will include an To finish
out the year with a bang for everyone
from the in uisitive to the hopeful, the
ew e ico Film ndustry Tune up
consortium will present three days

media,
asting panel with major
local talent reps and casting directors,
and The great debate Film incentives
boon or boondoggle.

Shoot New Mexico

packed with information, opportuni
ties and open forums. The three day
Tune up runs from Friday, Dec. to
unday, Dec. . ach day will have
a particular area of focus, with each
day featuring an open casting call for
multiple film and television produc
tions now in progress in anta Fe,
Albu uer ue and as ruces.
Afternoon Native American Out
reach panel of indigenous talent and

filmmakers sharing their e periences
in the industry. There will also be a
stunt demo and event kick off recep
tion that evening.

n aturday, the day s casting
session runs from
a.m. to p.m.
Throughout the day will be informa
tional and interactive panels including
ow to make your ndie with the
help of unions and guilds, Working
unch ow to ma imi e your social

asting continues through unday
from
a.m. to p.m. as an invaluable
session on ow your business can do
more business with show bi takes
place from
a.m., followed by
a egislative runch, where attendees
are invited to mingle with top policy
makers and special guests who direct
ly impact the growth and e pansion
of the film industry in ew e ico.
A hands on casting workshop with
casting director Faith ibbs lark
A will close out the festivities.
All events are FR and open to the
public. All three days will be hosted at
the enter for rogress and ustice,
errillos Rd in anta Fe. For updates
and more information visit facebook.
com
Film ndustryTuneup

New Mexico film expert Christa Valdez, of
OneHeadlightInk.com and ChristaValdez.com,
reports on movies industry news for ABQ Free Press.

Hailee Steinfeld Stunning in ‘Edge of Seventeen’
BY DAVID LYNCH

The dge of eventeen” could have
been easily written off.
ts premise is one we’ve seen on screens
both big and small countless times.

First time director elly Fremon raig
easily could have settled for that a
potentially charming, but mostly clich
filled and forgettable film.
Thankfully, she doesn’t.

uoyed by a breakout performance
by ailee teinfeld, “The dge of
eventeen” ends up being not only the
opposite of forgettable, but also one of
the very best and most satisfying films
of
.

t took si years, but teinfeld, who
was nominated for an Academy Award
at
for “True rit,” solidifies her
resume as an actress who can elevate a
movie several notches solely with her
involvement.

er turn as socially troubled and
consistently uotable adine commands
the audience’s attention. ven though her
character is colored with many shades the
uirky outfits, the o . lurpees of llen
age’s uno, a modern icon of the “coming

of age” story in her own right, teinfeld is
just as effective a scene stealer.
And she is in virtually every
scene of “ eventeen,” e celling in a
performance that is as emotionally
charged as it is demanding.

t helps that raig has supplied teinfeld
as well as her uber effective supporting
cast of Woody arrelson, lake enner and
yra edgewick with a script bursting
at the seams with as much energy and
angst as adine herself. t’s e ual parts
hilarious, profane and poignant, and it
balances all those in a way that comes
across as perfectly natural.

n that sense, “The dge of eventeen”
is particularly effective in how genuine
it is. t’s an honest portrayal of high
school life of teenagers trying to
hook up with crushes who throw
parties when they have the house
to themselves, and how their self
centeredness affects those around them.
ure, its messages apply to
year
olds as much as
year olds, but there’s
something refreshing about recogni ing
that many of our high school
e periences are decidedly R rated, and

making a
movie with an
aesthetic that
re ects that.

The film is
endearingly
satisfying
even in its
predictability
– something
to be admired.
A lot of that
has to do with
its pacing,
which works
a little too
well. The film
is a kinetic
force, most
of its moments
of pause are offered to the audience
by arrelson’s wise cracking history
teacher. e personifies the film’s
honesty about the harsh truths of life,
and the consequences we sometimes
face with our relationships.

till, was left wanting just a little bit
more, even if that came in the form of
some e pendable scenes that stretched

STX Entertainment

the film another
minutes. As long
as teinfeld chews up that time with
what is one of the most obsessively
entertaining performances of the year,
’m game for more.
At the very least, it makes me very
e cited for what she does ne t.
David Lynch is an award-winning film critic.
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The Callboard: Local Auditions in One Place
D

o you dream of spotlights and cheering fans? Then maybe it’s time to take those dreams and make them a reality. And it all
starts with picking up a copy of ABQ Free Press Weekly, where we make it easy to find all the local auditions for stage and
screen. See? The first step is simple. The rest? That’s up to you.

Screen
OPEN GENDER
Open ethnicity, open age
All Looks and Ages Encouraged
Experimental instillation showcasing
the beauty in individuality
Shoots Dec. 17 & 18
Santa Fe
Send headshots, resume, and contact
info to loslabiosfilm@gmail.com

Stage
MALE
Open ethnicity, mid-30s - Bobby
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Harry
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Peter
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - David
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Paul
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Larry
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre,
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity, 40s – Rocky Pioggi
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater

Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com
Open ethnicity, 40s-50s – Ed Mosher
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater
Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com
Open ethnicity, 40s-50s – Pat McGloin
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater
Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com
Open ethnicity, 40s-50s – Piet Wetjoen
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater
Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com
Open ethnicity, 40s-50s – Cecil Lewis
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater
Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com

FEMALE
Open ethnicity, 20s – Margie
“The Iceman Cometh”
Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Vortex Theater
Prepare a 1-2 minute monologue
dmb0857@aol.com
Open ethnicity - Sarah
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Susan
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Jenny
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Amy
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre

nicoletaionescu

Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length

no more than 2 minutes in length

Open ethnicity - Joanne
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length

Open ethnicity – Vocal ensemble
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length

Open ethnicity - April
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length

Open ethnicity – Featured dancer
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length

Open ethnicity - Marta
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,
no more than 2 minutes in length
Open ethnicity - Kathy
“Company”
Vocal auditions: Dec. 10, 10 a.m.
Dance auditions: Dec. 10, 2 p.m.
MTS Center for Theatre
Bring sheet music for vocal audition,

OPEN GENDER

Want your casting or
crew call listed here?
Send an email to
callboard@freeabq.com
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Landmark Captures Childlike Fun of ‘Peter Pan’
BY ASHLEY KURTZ

L

andmark Musicals tends to deliver great productions – and “Peter
Pan” is no exception.

“Ugh-A-Wug,” couldn’t be anything
other than borderline racist because of
when it was written, but the producers thankfully didn’t do anything to
make it more offensive.

Based on the original production
starring Mary Martin in 1954, this
show stays true to J.M. Barrie’s vision.

With the multi-cultural population
of Albuquerque though, I thought it
would’ve been possible to cast nonwhite actors for the role of Tiger Lily
and the Henny Pennies: unfortunately,
that’s not what happened here.

The set, the ying wire effects and
the quality acting of the entire cast
make this a really fun production.
Zoey Reese’s portrayal of Pan is great
and the catchy songs like “I Gotta
row” show off her vocal talent.
“Never Grow Up” with Peter, The
Lost Boys and John and Michael,
(played by Jackson Muretta and Charlie Groves) shines as well.
Captain Hook (Ed Chavez) retains
his viciousness, but is more silly and
ridiculous: he requests a tarantella
while telling the crew of his plan to
make a poison cake to kill the Lost
Boys. The over-the-top bravado of
Captain Hook makes the production
hysterical and retains the comedy that
most people know and love from the
film production. The comedy can seem
a bit cheesy, but it’s all in good fun.
t is, however, difficult to talk about

The tribe was, however, interestingly and wonderfully all women, and
the choreography was inspired from
the original production. The Indians
stand and protect the boys, form an
alliance with Peter and help rescue the
children from the pirates.
Despite the casting decision and the
decision to leave in “Ugh-A-Wug,”
the show is entertaining and does not
seek to offend anyone.
Courtesy Robert Cochnar

the production without mentioning
the Henny Penny tribe and the play’s
depiction of the Indians. Director
Laurie Finnegan says in the program,

“It is our intention and hope that we
have portrayed Tiger Lily and her
tribe in a respectful manner.”
The tribe’s only musical number,

“Peter Pan” runs through Dec. 11 at
the Rodey Theater.

Ashley Kurtz is a freelance theater critic.

‘My Three Angels’ a Perfect Holiday Twist
BY ASHLEY KURTZ

T

actors which really enhances the
performance.

“My Three Angels” is based on a
French play called “La Cuisine Des
Anges,” and it’s got a touch of classic
golden-age Hollywood-esque humor
to it.

The holidays are about giving second
chances and loving one another and
the story is all about that. Amidst
the chaotic antics of the convicts and
the family matters is the message of
trusting others and not judging based
on preconceived notions.

he Adobe Theater is a small,
intimate playhouse that has
done something different this year.
Instead of “White Christmas,”
“A Christmas Story” or even “A
Christmas Carol,” they have gone
with something a bit special.

The contrast between the talks of
murder and crime and the Christmas
Eve setting and lighthearted humor
allows the show to be funny, without
feeling forced.

The Ducotel family are colonists
who live in French Guiana, settled
with a messy business debt and three
convicts repairing their rooftop. What
the Ducotels don’t know is how the
convicts will change their entire
Christmas for the better (or worse!).
Alfred (Tim Riley) a murderer,
Jules (Brian Jackson), also a
murderer and Joseph (Shangreaux
Lagrave), a conman, cause mishaps
involving a snake, young love and
accounting fraud.
The convicts really shine in their

When you’re selecting a show this
holiday season, don’t discount The
Adobe’s production – a unique show
in a season of annual repeats and one
worth seeing. “My Three Angels”
runs through Dec. 18.
George A. Williams

roles, and the quick-witted humor
really works with these three.

What really helps the show though,

is the small staging. Being close to
the stage allows the audience to see
the great expressions of all of the

For more information, or to buy
tickets, visit: adobetheater.org
Ashley Kurtz is a freelance theater critic.
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‘You Want It Darker’ A Perfect Goodbye From Cohen
BY BRADLEY T. SCHUMAN

“You Want It Darker” is a fantastic
album on its own merits and compared
to Leonard Cohen’s other albums.
Cohen’s album has the familiar
too-many-cigarettes poetry lyrics
you’d expect from him, with sweeping spiritual-sounding piano and
organ, dark jazzy backgrounds and
the overall feeling of having sweet
nothings whispered to you at a picnic
in a haunted cemetery.

It’s grim as hell. Cohen seems
disappointed or resigned about everything on this album. The story he
tells from start to finish seems like an
exasperated dismissal of everything
he’s loved or tried to love in his life.
When he’s not looking behind him,
shrugging his shoulders and muttering angrily, he’s looking forward with
little feeling in his heart, and realizing
there isn’t much left up there.

“Treaty” is the weariest anti-love
song I have ever heard. If you follow
it up with “Leaving the Table,” you’ve
got a strong case to never date, love,
marry or talk to another human being
for the rest of your life. “Treaty”
explores the resentment that turns

into apathy as
a relationship
finishes its slow
burn to ashes
and drifts off in
the breeze.

“Leaving the
Table” seems like
what proceeds
chronologically
from “Treaty” – a
at refusal to
interested parties
because no one
brings anything
to the table that
you’re interested
in anymore. Even
having the discussion is a waste
of time, though
there’s a sinking
feeling that time
won’t be better
spent on anything else, either.

“If I Didn’t Have Your Love”
goes the other way, counting down a
litany of horrible torments that would
most likely be part of Cohen’s routine

“Steer Your Way” wins my black
little heart, with a devilish fiddle
melody and the sort of unapologetically cruel and jaded vocals I’ve come
to love; Cohen is turning the razor
against himself in this song.

Everything closes out with a sweet
string melody, and a brief revisit to
“Treaty.” He doesn’t sound angry
anymore, just wistful and tired.

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

without that love. Even when he’s
trying to be nice, he can only describe
things in terms of rank awfulness, and
then say “But being with you baby, it’s
not like any of those things.”

If I had anything like a complaint,
the album feels short. It tells the
story it sets out to tell, and it does it
brilliantly. I think I just desperately
want there to be more because it’s so
damned good; knowing there won’t
be compounds that grief. The way the
last song ends leaves you patiently
waiting, listening to nothing while
holding your breath and hoping
there’s a hidden track or an encore.
There isn’t anything afterwards
though, just silence.
Thank you, Mr. Cohen.

Bradley T. Schuman is a pop culture geek and
music nerd with far too many records and opinions.

'Acceptable Losses' Melds Music and Life
BY MELISSA WOOD

Wake Gardner is an easygoing guy
with a bit of a surfer accent and a
welcoming personality.

He’s the kind of person who could
be sipping tea in his dorm room at
NMSU while chatting about his love
of music. This was not the voice nor
energy one might expect after listening to his band, Acceptable Losses, for
the first time.
The hypnotic funk baselines and
punk vocals radiate with energy and
movement. It was clear that Gardner
is a man dedicated to his craft, letting
his energy pour into his words and
manifest on stage.

A surprisingly humble lead vocalist,
Gardner was quick to point out that
the bulk of the talent lies with his
three bandmates: his brother, Aidan
Gardner, on bass and backup vocals;
Josh Galloway on lead guitar; and
last, but not least, one-armed drummer Trey Baker.
Having a one-armed drummer is
not noticeable from listening to audio

clips or even the music
videos Acceptable Losses has released. Baker
is missing the portion
of his arm below his
elbow, but Gardner
said Baker has a system
that he uses involving
a heavier-than-normal
drumstick strapped to
his arm with a wristband.

with subtle nods to the members’
musical in uences.

“Gold,” for instance, has a strong
baseline reminiscent of the Red Hot
Chili Peppers and lyrics that tell a
story of living a lifestyle that teeters
between self-care and self-destruction.

Their most recent single, “Switch,”
also deals with pulling one’s self away
from bad habits, people and situations. It is based largely on Gardner’s
personal life while he and his brother
were kicking an addiction.

“I don’t want to jinx
him, but I have never
seen him drop a stick
from that hand; it’s
always the other one,”
Gardner laughed.

The band truly loves
touring and is very
successful at it. This
year alone the group has played more
than 30 out-of-state shows, focusing
primarily on the Southwest, culminating in what Gardner said was his
favorite moment as a musician.

“I have about a year and a half
clean so far,” he said.

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

“The crowd was singing back to me,
like my actual lyrics, not a cover, my
words, back to me,” he said.
Much of Acceptable Losses’ music
is based on life experience combined

The foursome plans to release
another record in the spring and tour
over the summer, going as far east as
Atlanta. To hear Acceptable Losses,
visit acceptablelossesband.net or
acceptablelosses.bandcamp.com
Melissa Wood is a freelance journalist.
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Ban on Gifts to Presidents Dates to Nation’s Birth
BY RICHARD TOFEL
PROPUBLICA

Far from ending with resident elect
Donald Trump’s announcement that
he will separate himself from the
management of his business empire,
the constitutional debate about the
meaning of the . . onstitution’s
moluments lause and whether
Trump will be violating it – is likely
just beginning.

Ale ander amilton’s defense of the
onstitution, in the Federalist apers,
as addressing “one of the weak sides
of republics
that they afford too
easy an inlet to foreign corruption.”

That’s because the Emoluments
Clause seems to bar Trump’s owner
ship of his business. t has little to do
with his management of it. Trump’s
tweets ov.
said he would be
“completely out of business opera
tions.”

ut unless Trump sells or gives
his business to his children before
taking office, the moluments lause
would almost certainly be violated.
ven if he does sell or give it away,
any retained residual interest, or any
sale payout based on the company’s
results, would still give him a stake
in its fortunes, again fairly clearly
violating the Constitution.

The meaning of the
Emoluments Clause
is fairly clear. And it all
goes back to a diamondencrusted snuffbox Ben
Franklin got from Louis XVI
The moluments lause bars . .
officials, including the president,
from receiving payments from foreign
governments or foreign government
entities unless the payments are
specifically approved by ongress. As
ro ublica and others have detailed,
Trump’s business has ties with
foreign government entities ranging
from loans and leases with the ank
of hina to what appear to be ta
supported hotel deals in ndia and
elsewhere.

The full e tent of such ties remains
unknown, and Trump has refused to
disclose them, or to make public his
ta returns, through which many such
deals, if they e ist, would be revealed.
Foreign government investments in
Trump entities would also be cov
ered by the clause, as would foreign
government officials paying to stay
in Trump hotels, so long as Trump
stands to share in the revenues.

One misconception about the
Emoluments Clause in early news
coverage of it in the wake of Trump’s
election is being clarified as scholars
look more closely at the provision’s
history. That was the suggestion
that it would not be a violation for
the Trump rgani ation to conduct
business with foreign government
entities if “fair market value” was
received by the governments.
This view had been attributed to
professor Richard ainter, a former
official of the eorge W. ush
administration, and privately by
others. ut professor aurence Tribe,
the author of the leading treatise on
constitutional law, and others said
the Emoluments Clause was more
sweeping and mandated a ban on
such dealings without congressional
approval.

ainter now largely agrees, telling
ro ublica that no fair market value
test would apply to the sale of services
specifically including hotel rooms ,
and such a test would apply only to the
sale of goods. The Trump rgani ation
mostly sells services, such as hotel stays,
golf memberships, branding deals and
management services.

The origin

The Emoluments Clause appears in
Article , ection , of the onstitution.
t bars any “person holding any
office of profit or trust under” the
nited tates from accepting any
present, molument, ffice, or Title,
of any kind whatever, from any ing,
rince, or foreign state” “without the
consent of the ongress.” The word
“emolument” comes from the atin

emolumentum, meaning profit or
gain. The language of the clause was
lifted in its entirety from the Articles
of onfederation, which established
the structure of the government of
the nited tates from
until
the ratification of the onstitution in
. The clause was derived from
a Dutch rule dating to
.

The clause was added to the draft
Constitution at the Constitutional
onvention on Aug. ,
, on
a motion by harles inckney of
outh arolina. As ov. dmund
Randolph of irginia e plained to his
state’s ratification convention in
,
inckney’s motion was occasioned
by enjamin Franklin, who had been
given a snuffbo , adorned with
the royal portrait and encrusted
with small diamonds, by French
ing ouis
while Franklin was
serving as the Continental Congress’
ambassador to France.

As Randolph said, “An accident
which actually happened, operated
in producing the restriction. A bo
was presented to our ambassador by
the king of our allies. It was thought
proper, in order to e clude corruption
and foreign in uence, to prohibit
anyone in office from receiving
emoluments from foreign states.”

The vote

The ontinental ongress in
consented, after a debate, to Franklin
keeping the snuffbo , as it had earlier
with a similar gift to envoy Arthur
ee. At the same time, consent also
was given to diplomat ohn ay to
receive a horse from the king of pain.
The clause was part of the basis for

There is no question that the
Emoluments Clause applies to the
president. resident bama’s counsel
sought an opinion in
on whether
the onstitution barred him from
accepting the obel eace ri e. The
ustice Department concluded that
it did not, in part based on historical
precedent the ri e had also been
awarded to residents Theodore
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson,
ice resident harles Dawes and
ecretary of tate enry issinger
but primarily because the Norwegian
group that awards the pri e was not
deemed a governmental entity.
The clause does not seem ever to
have been interpreted by a court, but
it has been the subject of a number
of opinions, over the years, by the
. . attorney general and the . .
comptroller general. Nearly all of
these opinions have concluded that
the clause is definitive.

Clause’s purpose

n
, an attorney general’s
opinion said the clause is “directed
against every kind of in uence by
foreign governments upon officers of
the nited tates.”

n
, a comptroller general
opinion declared that the clause’s
“drafters intended the prohibition
to have the broadest possible scope
and applicability.”

Obama’s counsel sought
an opinion in 2009 on
whether the Constitution
barred him from accepting the Nobel Peace Prize
A
. . Department of us
tice Department opinion said, “the
language of Emoluments Clause is
both sweeping and un ualified.”
Among the ties deemed to violate
the clause was a Nuclear Regulatory
ommission employee undertaking
consultant work for a firm retained by
the government of e ico.

ANALYSIS/NEWS
ongress has passed one law giving
blanket approval to a set of payments
from foreign government entities.
nown as the Foreign ifts and
Decorations Act, it is limited to gifts
of “minimal value” set as of
at
, educational scholarships and
medical treatment, travel entirely
outside the country “consistent with
the interests of the nited tates,” or
“when it appears that to refuse the gift
would likely cause offense or embarrassment or otherwise adversely affect
the foreign relations of the nited
tates.” The specificity of these few
e ceptions reinforces the notion that
other dealings with foreign government entities is forbidden without
congressional approval.
Trump doesn’t have to detail his
business holdings in federal financial
disclosures until ay
.

In 1902, an attorney
gene al’s o n on sa the
clause s
ecte aga nst
e e
n o n uence
b o e gn go e nments
u on o ce s o the
n te
tates’
ne attorney general opinion from
the Reagan administration offers the
possibility of a more permissive interpretation of the moluments lause.
That opinion indicates it could be limited to “payments which have a potential of in uencing or corrupting the
recipient.” ut whatever the meaning
of this, it was the same Reagan ustice
Department that banned the R
employee from the e ican funded
consultancy a year later.

he o e gn
ts an
eco at ons ct co e s
g ts o m n mal alue’

Impeachment?

ronically, an “originalist” reading
of the clause usually favored these
days by conservatives as e emplified
by the late . . upreme ourt ustice
Antonin calia and current ustice
larence Thomas would seem to bind
Trump more stringently, while a “living
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Lack of Court Funding
Hitting the Breaking Point

constitution” approach e emplified
by liberals such as the late ustices
ouis randeis and Thurgood arshall
might offer him greater latitude.

Y

he sole eme
o a olat on o the onst tut on
b a es ent n o ce s
m eachment

A judge found ew e ico’s lead
public defender in contempt of court
after his office failed to appear in five
cases in a ovington District ourt.

learly, deciding what the
moluments lause means in a
specific case is a complicated legal
uestion. The opinion on bama’s
acceptance of the obel ri e runs to
printed pages. ut just as clearly,
the judges of its meaning with respect
to resident Trump will be politicians
rather than the upreme ourt.
The controversies that swirled
around residents Richard i on
and ill linton established a number
of key points. Among them are that
the sole remedy for a violation of the
onstitution by a president in office
is impeachment and that the ouse
of Representatives is the sole judge
of what constitutes an impeachable
offense, while the enate is the sole
judge of whether such an alleged violation warrants removal from office.
mpeachments are very rare
Articles of impeachment have been
voted against only two presidents,
Andrew ohnson and linton, both of
whom were ac uitted by the enate,
while i on resigned ahead of likely
impeachment. Fifteen federal judges
have also been impeached, and eight
removed, while four resigned.

The arguments of scholars and
lawyers on the meaning of the
moluments lause may in uence
the public and their elected representatives. ut if Trump decides not to
dispose of his business, it will be up
to ongress to decide whether to do
anything about his apparent violation
of the onstitution.
ichard ofel is a reporter for ProPu lica, a Pulitzer Prize-winning nonprofit online news agency
dedicated to investigative reporting.

BY ANDY LYMAN

ears of budget cuts to the state’s
ffices of the ublic Defender
came to a head late last month in a
rural town in outheast ew e ico.

District udge ary lingman found
hief ublic Defender ennett aur in
contempt on ov. and issued a ,
fine after aur failed to represent clients
in five different criminal cases.
The notices of nonappearance,
aur said, stem from a strained public
defender’s office.
“We really cannot effectively
represent people,” aur told
olitical Report.

nitially, aur said, the aw ffices
of the ublic Defender notified the court
they would not appear because their
office could not afford to do so. ater,
aur’s office changed tactics and began
entering cases and then filed motions
to withdraw. ome of those withdrawn
motions still await action from the
judges in the cases.
aur’s actions in ovington come
after years of financial woes for the
office. The five cases in uestion range
from drunk driving to drug charges.

The public defender, which was once
an e tension of the overnor’s ffice,
relies on allocations from the state
budget, which itself has seen major cuts.
The public defender’s office has
often struggled with getting more
money from the egislature to hire
ade uate staff to fulfil its duty of
representing clients who are charged
with a crime but cannot afford to hire a
defense attorney.

Fifth udicial District Attorney
Dianna uce, who is the prosecutor
in the five cases in uestion, told
olitical Report that the notices of
unavailability created more work for her
office.
“ t’s put a huge amount of work and
strain on our office,” uce said.
uce said the defender’s office is
just one area of government that has
seen recent cuts and that office seems to
be using the tactics in court to make a
point.
“This is not about making a
statement at all,” aur insists.

uce said the defender’s office has
an advantage over prosecutors because
the public defender’s office has more
leeway to move lawyers and case files
around the state, while prosecutors are
limited to just their area of the state.
“They can control where they put
their personnel,” uce argued.

aur said that while his staff is able
to move more freely around the state,
his office is already strained, even in
metropolitan areas.

“ t’s like trying to rearrange deck
chairs on the Titanic,” aur said. “They
may think it looks good, but it’s not
effective.”
aur said the decision to file the
unavailability motions was his in his
capacity as chief public defender but
was a decision backed by his oversight
board.

ichael tout, chairman of the ew
e ico ublic Defender ommission,
said aur and his staff are asked “to do
the impossible.”

“ t’s like performing surgery on three
patients at the same time, or piloting
three airplanes at once it cannot be
done,” tout said in a statement.
tout said aur’s actions are
justified, given the circumstances.

“The ommission fully supports
hief aur and his team for taking steps
to address e cessive caseloads so that
constitutional rights are protected for
every client,” tout said.
uce acknowledged that it is hard
to find willing attorneys in rural areas
such as ovington but that aur’s office
should be using staff from Albu uer ue
to help with caseloads.

“ certainly can speak to the issue
that it’s difficult to retain and recruit
attorneys in ea county,” uce said. “ ut
think they have another option.”

aur said his office is looking into
more options for streamlining cases but
that ovington is just an e ample of the
problems in the public defender’s offices
around the state.
“We can’t just rearrange the scarce
resources,” aur said. “We are stressed
statewide.”

Andy Lyman is a reporter for NM Political Report,
a nonprofit online news agency that can e found
on the we at NMPolitical eport.com.
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Celebrate the
Holidays
Makemas-style
BY ERIKA EDDY

Get crafty Saturday, Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2100
Aztec Rd NE, Ste. B, 87107. For more information visit www.
dovetailworkshop.com

DECEMBER 8-14
Launchpad
618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887,
launchpadrocks.com
December 8, Dimebag Darrell
Memorial Show
December 9, Women Behaving Badly Nite
December 10, Feliz Navidead Show
December 13, Blake Gray
December 14, SIMS

DECEMBER 9-14
Low Spirits
2823 2nd St NW, 344-9555,
lowspiritslive.com
c mb
o ds
ss ll
am s l
ntid
l as
c mb
0
l ogs
ingl
alls
December 14, Wednesday Open Mic

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
Claudio Tolousse: The Story Of,
Part 1
7:30 pm, Outpost Performance Space,
0 al
l d
8 00
outpostspace.org

Danú – A Christmas Gathering:
Féile na Nollag
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus, 203
Cornell Drive, 925-5858, popejoypresents.com

Sonar
ff

ig tcl b

0

00

nt al

Tracy Byrd

8 m sl ta
so t
asino
000
oad a l d
7
800 isl ta.
com

Wayne Hancock

Do you want construct something special this holiday season,
but don’t have a garage full of tools? Dovetail Community
Workshop has
you covered.
They’ll have all
the materials
you need and
experts on
hand to guide
you through
Christmas
woodworking
projects. A
variety of
projects for
novices and
experts will
be offered
to create
something with
your own two hands.

SHOWS

sa d l ado 575 758
taosmesabrewing.com

9 pm, Sister Bar, 407 Central Ave SW,
242-4900, sisterthebar.com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Chatter: Bass Drums and More
0 am as
tas
nt
nt
1512 1st St NW, chatterabq.org

Mariachi Christmas
3 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Etienne Charles’ Creole
Christmas

7:30 pm, Outpost Performance Space,
0 al
l d
8 00
outpostspace.org

LeAnn Rimes: Today is
Christmas
sl ta
so t
asino
oad a l d
7
com

000
800 isl ta.

Runakuna
6 pm, Free, Lomas Tramway Library,
08 ast idg
5
abqlibrary.org

SCREENS
DECEMBER 8-14

Jazz Brasileiro
7 0 m
8

anni s
0
nt al
50 annisandl moni.com

Wayne "The Train" Hancock
8 pm, Taos Mesa Brewing, 20 ABC
sa d l ado 575 758 00
taosmesabrewing.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
NM Philharmonic: Beethoven's
Eroica Symphony
6 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

The Gershom Brothers
8 pm, Marble Brewery Heights, 9904
ontgom
l d
0 0
marblebrewery.com

Holiday Sing-along with Andy
Mason
11 am, Free, Placitas Community
Library, 453 Hwy 165, 867-3355,
placitaslibrary.com

Michael Anthony-Paul Gonzales
Project
7:30 pm, Outpost Performance Space,
0 al
l d
8 00
outpostspace.org

Random Rab & Desert Dwellers
8 pm, Taos Mesa Brewing, 20 ABC

Guild Cinema

05
nt al
55 8 8
guildcinema.com
Through December 8, Magnus
Through December 8, Notes on
Blindness
December 9-11, Aquarius
c mb
0 ffic
o n
December 9-11, Paths of Glory
December 9-11, Spartacus
December 12-14, 18th Annual
Animation Show of Shows
c mb
can l

DECEMBER 8-15
Center for Contemporary Arts
Cinematheque

050 ld
cos ail anta
505
982-1338,
ccasantafe.org
Through December 8, The Winter
i s lo nc and ffi i all
Journey into the Heart of the
naissanc
December 9-15, The Winter Series:
i l it a
a l a ing and t
Treasures from the Maritshuis
December 10-14, The Dekalog

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
Jean Cocteau Cinema

8 ont
ma
anta
505
466-5528,
jeancocteaucinema.com
o g
c mb 8 ffic
o n
Through December 8, Always Shine

anta
com

December 8, Mele Murals
December 8, On the Farm
December 8, Between
December 8, Imperfections

THROUGH DECEMBER 9
Community Holiday Card
Making
Free, Loma Colorado Main Library, 755
oma olo ado l d
io anc o
8 50
0
io an c olib a i s.o g

Nutcracker on the Rocks
Keshet Center for the Arts, 4121 Cutler
7 858
s ta ts.o g

THROUGH DECEMBER 11
The Lion King Jr
South Broadway Cultural Center, 1025
Broadway Blvd SW, 848-1320,
southbroadwaytickets.com
od
at
ain am
203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
landmarkmusicals.com

s

The Cell Theatre, 700 1st St NW,
766-9412, liveatthecell.com

THROUGH DECEMBER 17
Stories by the Fireside
Saturdays, 5 pm, Free, Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center, 2401 12th St NW,
843-7270, indianpueblo.org

THROUGH DECEMBER 18
The Dolls present Jack and the
Beanstalk
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701
4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

The Adobe Theater, 9813 4th Street
NW, 898-9222, adobetheater.org

The Real Nut: The True Story of
the Nutcracker
l d

0
a

om
onc t
5
adal
t
Santa Fe, 982-8111, formandconcept.
center

THROUGH JANUARY 1
Holiday Ice Qube Skating
Free, Civic Plaza, 1 Civic Plaza NW,
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW,
albuquerquecc.com

Stranger Factory Winter Salon
VI
t ang
acto
nt al
508-3049, strangerfactory.com

THROUGH JANUARY 21
Affinity: Brad Wilson

c tion
ida
c mb
57 m
photo-eye Gallery, 541 S. Guadalupe
t anta
505 88 5 5
photoeye.com

THROUGH JANUARY 31
c tion
ida
o mb
57 m
International Museum of Collage,
Assemblage and Construction
c i s
5 osina t t
anta
505 0 0
collag m s m.
com

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
Coffee + Cup Making + Chief
Curator
10 am, IAIA Museum of Contemporary
Native Arts, 108 Cathedral Pl, Santa
Fe, iaia.edu/museum

Mrs. Claus is Coming to Town:
Main Library

My Three Angels

at
5 77

ls .

DADA Centennial: Day of the
Dead

Wish Upon a Star

og

555 so

Native Realities: Superheroes of
Past, Present, and Future

EVENTS

Peter Pan

505 50

ont ista
dog.com

THROUGH DECEMBER 22
Fairy Tales: Josie Mohr

c tion
sda
c mb
7
pm
Loma Colorado Main Library, 755
oma olo ado l d
io anc o
8 50
0
io anc oli b a i s.o g

THROUGH DECEMBER 29
Letting Go of the Past
Thursdays, 7 pm, Kadampa Meditation
nt
on o
t
5
m ditationinn m i co.o g

THROUGH DECEMBER 30
Mark Yamin
Jean Cocteau Cinema, 418
ont
ma
anta
505
466-5528, jeancocteaucinema.com

River of Lights
6 pm, ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden,
2601 Central Ave NW, 764-6200,
abqbiopark.com

THROUGH DECEMBER 31
Little Windows with a Big View
– Small Works Show

c tion ida
c mb
57 0
pm
Sorrel Sky Gallery, 125 W. Palace Ave,

4 pm, Main Library, 501 Copper Ave
NW, 768-5170, abqlibrary.org/
mainlibrary

Sueño Flamenco
7:30 pm, South Broadway Cultural
Center, 1025 Broadway Blvd SW,
848-1320, southbroadwaytickets.com

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
Reception: Land Arts of the
American West 2016
5 pm, Free, John Sommers Gallery, Art
Building #84, UNM Main Campus, 1
ni sit of
ico landa ts.
unm.edu

Simon Gronowski in New
Mexico

7 0 m ista and
omm nit
nt
5 a ad a d andia
Park, 286-1950, emct.org

DECEMBER 9-11
Christmas Joy
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701
4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

DECEMBER 9-17
A Christmas Carol
N4th Theatre, 4904 4th St NW,
345-2140, elitenm.net

DECEMBER 9-JANUARY 28
Small Treasures

c tion
ida
c mb
57 m
Santa Fe Clay, 545 Camino de la
amilia anta
505 8
santafeclay.com

CALENDAR
DECEMBER 9-FEBRUARY 3
Wilderness and the National
Parks: Ian Shive
Edition One Gallery, 1036 Canyon Rd,
Santa Fe, (505) 570-5385, editionone.
gallery

7:30 pm, Outpost Performance Space,
210 Yale Blvd SE, 268-0044,
outpostspace.org

DECEMBER 9-FEBRUARY 11
Revelation through
Concealment: Christo and
Jeanne-Claude

Terror Unfolding – Runaway:
Dolores Christian

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
American Motel Signs: Steve
Fitch – Book Signing &
Exhibition Opening
3 pm, photo-eye Gallery, 541 S.
Guadalupe St, Santa Fe, (505)
988-5152, photoeye.com

10:30 am, Erna Fergusson Library,
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE, 888-8100,
abqlibrary.org

Virgin of Guadalupe Reception
5 pm, Free, South Broadway Library,
1025 Broadway Blvd SE, 764-1742,
abqlibrary.org

Volcano Vista's Arts N' Crafts Fair
9 am, Free, Volcano Vista High School,
8100 Rainbow Road NW, vvhs.aps.
edu/winterarts-n-craftsfair

Carlos Sandoval Reception &
Holiday Party

Winter Wildlife Hike

4 pm, FaraHNHeight Fine Art, 311
Paseo Del Pueblo Norte, Taos, (575)
751-4278, farahnheight.com

10 am, Free, Open Space Visitor
Center, 6500 Coors Blvd NW,
897-8831, cabq.gov/openspace

Fruit Loops the Serial Killer:
Mary Maurice

Workshop – Personal Narrative:
Spoken Word with Dahlak

5:30 pm, Gallery 901, 708 Canyon Rd,
Santa Fe, (505) 780-8390, gallery901.org

9 am, 516 ARTS, 516 Central Ave SW,
242-1445, 516arts.org

Hanukat Shalom: A Hanukah
Party of Peace

Dr Noel Pugach
10:30 am, Free, Special Collections
Library, 423 Central NE, 848-1376
abqlibrary.org

STEAMworks: Grades 4-6
2 pm, Esther Bone Memorial Library,
950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho,
891-5012x3128, riorancholibrar-ies.org

Reception, Friday, December 9, 4-7 pm
MILL Contemporary, 702 1/2 Canyon
Rd, Gypsy Alley, Santa Fe, (505)
983-6668, millcontemp.com
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DECEMBER 10-11
Albuquerque Gun & Blade Show

Yei Wall Sculptures: Peterson
Yazzie
Part of Friends of the Wheelwright
Museum
2:30 pm, Wheelwright Museum of the
American Indian, 704 Camino Lejo,
Santa Fe, (505) 982-4636, wheelwright.org

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
Winter Open House
4 pm, Free, Esther Bone Memorial
Library, 950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio
Rancho, 891-5012x3128,
rioran-cholibraries.org

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
New Mexico Turquoise in
Mexico?: Tim Maxwell

Winter Open House: Loma
Colorado Library

Small Works

10 am, Institute of American Indian
Arts, 83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe,
iaia.edu

Reception, Friday, December 10, 5-7 pm
New Mexico Art League, 3409 Juan
Tabo NE, 293-5034, newmexicoartleague.org

ONGOING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
A Brief History of Christmas
Music: Andy Mason

11 am, Civic Plaza, 1 Civic Plaza NW,
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW,
albuquerquecc.com

3 pm, Free, Taylor Ranch Library, 5700
Bogart St NW, 897-8816, abqlibrary.org

1ST WEDNESDAYS

Making Change: the Downtown
Merchants

4:30 pm, Free, Loma Colorado Main
Library, 755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE,
Rio Rancho, 891-5013x3033,
riorancholibraries.org

TUESDAYS
r

in’

esdays

Poetry and Beer

10:30 am, Free, Special Collections
Library, 423 Central NE, 848-1376
abqlibrary.org

Hanukkah Fest at the JCC

On Being Human: Allison
Pharmakis/Vortex i: Melissa
Agate

Holiday Market at the Rail Yards
2016

Noon, Jewish Community Center, 5520
Wyoming Blvd, 332-0565, jccabq.org

7 pm, Tractor Brewing Wells Park,
1800 4th St NW, 243-6752, getplowed.
com

WEDNESDAYS
Crazy Wisdom Poetry

Noon, Rail Yards Market ABQ, 777 1st
St SW, railyardsmarket.org

4 pm, Free, OffCenter Arts, 808 Park
Ave SW, 247-1172, offcenterarts.org

OY! A Comedy with Chutzpah

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian
Nutcracker

Talin Market Food Truck
Round Up

7:30 pm, Jewish Community Center,
5520 Wyoming Blvd, 332-0565,
jccabq.org

Kiva Auditorium, Albuquerque
Convention Center, 401 2nd Street
NW, 768-4575, albuquerquecc.com

11 am, 88 Louisiana Blvd SE

Poetry in Metal: Liz Wallace

Portal to the Public with Local
Scientists

6 pm, Free, OPO Gallery, 307 S 2nd
St, Gallup, (207) 522-9107

Noon, Free, Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center, 2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

Santa Storytime
11 am, Free, Page One Books, 5850
Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41, 294-2026,
page1book.com

Seed Saving Basics
2 pm, Free, Juan Tabo Library, 3407
Juan Tabo Blvd NE, 291-6260,
abqlibrary.org

Shout – Our Redux: We The
People

how off your gaudy gear onday, Dec. at anvas Artistry
from to p.m. For more information visit www.yelp.com
events albu uer ue

Noon, Free, McKinley Community
Center, 3401 Monroe St NE, RSVP:
468-7108

IAIA Holiday Market

0 am
ama s in als 800
20th St NW, RSVP: 266-8443,
mamasminerals.com

Put that ugly sweater you wear once a year to good use. Canvas
Artistry is hosting an International Supper Club Ugly Sweater
oiree to kick off impART impact , a new initiative for businesses
and organi ations impacted by ART. The restaurant will feature a
buffet style menu of ew e ican fare and music to enjoy while
shopping at local businesses in the area. The impART impact
initiative was created by Yelp Albuquerque.

Speaker: NM State Auditor
Tim Keller

Expo New Mexico, 300 San Pedro Dr
NE, 222-9700, exponm.com

Kids Rock Geology Class

BY ERIKA EDDY

1 pm, Free, New Mexico History
Museum, 113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200, nmhistorymuse-um.
org

5:30 pm, Nahalat Shalom, 3606 Rio
Grande Blvd NW, 343-8227,
nahalatshalom.org

DECEMBER 10-JANUARY 7

It’s Ugly Sweater
Time

THURSDAYS
Thirsty Thursdays

1 pm, Explora, 1701 Mountain Rd NW,
224-8300, explora.us

DECEMBER 11-JULY 1, 2017
Meditation Gathering
Sundays & Thursdays, 6:30 pm,
Albuquerque Vipassana Center, 200
Rosemont Ave NE, 401-5641,
abqsangha.org/

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
Jewish Merchants and the
Evolution of the Downtown
Business District 1880-1950:

6 pm, Balloon Fiesta Park, 5500
Balloon Fiesta Parkway, 768-6050,
yogazoabq.com

FRIDAYS
Coffee Education and Tasting
6:30 pm, Prosum Roasters, 3228 Los
Arboles Ave NE Ste 100, 379-5136,
prosumroasters.com

SATURDAYS
Santa Fe Farmers Market:
Railyard
8 am, 1607 Paseo de Peralta at
Guadalupe, Santa Fe, farmersmarketsnm.org

Answers. Puzzles on page 31
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Caravan East Nightclub Closes
BY FRANCHESCA STEVENS

T

hey say that all good things must
come to an end, but what a ride
it’s been for one of Albuquerque’s
longest running, and, arguably, one
of its most popular nightclubs, the
Caravan East.

Huge closing night crowd

Only halfway into its last Saturday
evening, 582 people had arrived at the
Caravan, including 65-year old Allen
Brooks, who was dressed in a fullblown Santa suit.

On Sunday morning, Dec. 4, the
55-year-old nightclub at 7605 Central
Ave. NE closed its doors for good
following a 55-year run. Hundreds of
paying customers plunked down $7
each to say goodbye to what many said
came to be a home a way from home.

“Since they’re closing down, I
wanted to be here because I really felt
that it would help a lot with the going
away,” Brooks said. “I love this place.
I’ve been coming here for 22 years. A
lot of other people here have all been
coming here a lot longer than me. And
the people [who work] here are just
incredible. They go out of their way to
help you out.”

The city is buying the
10,000-square-foot building and its
adjoining property and will turn it into
a library.

Victor Gonzales, the Club DJ and
sound system operator , says he was

The club, traditionally known as
a country western music venue for
decades, offered three bars, a huge
dance oor, pool tables and a smoking
patio. But in recent years, it increased
its offerings of panish music to a
larger audience.

From nightclub
to library

The Caravan East was a place to
go to see local and national performers, including Al Hurricane and
Charlie Pride.

The city is buying the Caravan East
to turn it into a library. The effort began
under former City Councilor Rey Garduno, and the sale is expected to close
later this month. A source told ABQ
Free Press Weekly that the city will pay
$3.1 million for 4 acres of land. The total cost of the project, including design
and construction, is expected to be in
the $10 million range, City Councilor
Patrick Davis said. Construction could
begin in mid-to-late 2017, Davis said.

The reactions to the closing were
what one would expect for a 55-yearold venue that attracted a fiercely loyal
and typically older customer base.

Big and
small names
In its heyday, the Caravan East
showcased such famous performers
as Charlie Pride, Freddy Fender, Neal
McCoy, the Bellamy Brothers and
Mel Tillis. In recent years, it hosted
local groups that included Samuel D,
Simpatico, Chimayo Boyzz, Cuarenta
y Cinco, Preston Garza and El Gringo
– each costing from hundreds to “a
couple thousand” dollars a night to
book, according to the club’s booking
and day manager, Kim McDonald. Local
legends Al Hurricane and Al Hurricane
Jr. also headlined there for years.

“Devastated, devastated,” said a
74-year old woman. “I've only been
dancing here for 10 years, so we’re here
twice a week. And this is such a huge
part of what being in New Mexico
means to me. When first moved here,
I wouldn’t move without a dance
place. I met all my friends here. It’s just

“very sad” the club was closing. “I
don’t think it should happen,” Gonzales said. “I think it should continue on.
I think new owners should have come
in and maybe done some changes or
whatever needs to be done, but there’s
a lot of people that are going to miss all
the environment. They love this place.
They love the New Mexico music. It’s
not just dancing; it’s a family is what
it is.”
Sara MacNeil

been a wonderful ride. We don’t know
what we’re going to do.
“Tuesday is Ladies Night, and it’s
mostly country, but I come Saturday
because I love dancing to the cumbias
and the rancheras. There’s no place
else that plays that. Most of the places
don’t play the Spanish music. This is
what keeps me young. This is what
keeps me healthy. I went through
cancer last year, and so I had to give

up dancing for about six months, and I
couldn’t wait to get back.”

Sixty-seven-year-old James Montoya had been coming to the club for 10
years for a number of reasons.
“A lot of friendly faces, a lot of
people to dance with. A lot of good
times. A lot of memories. A lot of
laughs,” Montoya said. “You can shrug
all your problems off right here.”

Stella Rudolph, a regular Caravan
patron from Las Vegas, N.M., said
she felt bad that the club was closing.
“After 55 years, that’s a long time,” Rudolph said. “All the Spanish music is
just beautiful; I love it. Every Saturday
night, I’m going to miss it very, very
much. Every Saturday night [I was
here] for 14 years.”
Franchesca Stevens is an Albuquerque freelance
writer.
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Sudoku
by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 grid that has been subdivided into
nine smaller grids of 3x3 squares. To solve the puzzle, each row, column
and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Crossword
by Myles Mellor and Sally York

Across
1. Rock band (with
"The")
5. Weaned pig, var.
10. ___ orchid
14. Mac download
15. One who winnows
16. Old weapon
17. Aviation acronym
18. Wise enders
19. Troubles
20. LOVE
23. Hazards
24. Bridget, to Jane
25. Briefly
28. Store
30. Chinese dynasty
31. Former capital of
Japan
33. Dr. J's first pro
league
36. LOVE
40. Big, fat mouth
41. Standing
42. Interruption
43. Coral ___
44. Hound
46. Toklas partner
49. Swiss capital
51. LOVE
57. Elementary

particle
58. Hip bone
59. Novice, var.
60. Part of A.P.R.
61. It's catching
62. Bookkeeping
entry
63. Cut out
64. More inclined
65. Beer sales unit
Down
1. Bawbee, for one
2. Remarkably
3. Handwoven rugs
4. Certain gland
5. Lean
6. Diacritical mark
7. Gold braid
8. Freshman, probably
9. While lead-in
10. Blue ___ ("Yellow Submarine"
character)
11. Express
12. Purposeful
13. Wiesbaden's
state
21. Salad topper
22. Concluding
stanza
25. Hurting

26. "Slow down!"
27. Counseling, e.g.
28. Bricklayers'
equipment
29. T.G.I.F. part
31. Groove made by
a cutting tool
32. Starchy tuber
33. Turkish title
34. Some contests
35. Kind of dealer
37. Dictation taker
38. Loser at Antietam
39. Drug
43. Like most eyeglasses
44. Pound
45. Boric acid target
46. Muffler
47. General Mills
brand
48. Gush
49. Impose
50. Employ anew
52. Mangrove palm
53. Alka-Seltzer
sound
54. ___ bread
55. Resentments
56. Dog command

Answers for all puzzles on page 29

ONLINE
DATING

Go to www.freeabq.com/dating/
And Meet Someone New
Let ABQ’s Best Alternative Newspaper
Help You Find Your Soulmate
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